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South Collegiate Alumni Association                      

Fall 2021 

 

by Connie (Woods) Weir (‘66) 

In 1920, London had a popula on of about 48,000 and just 
two high schools: Central (then the London Collegiate) and 
Beal (then the London Technical School).  A er a fire at 
Central in 1920, the school board had to use whatever 
space they could find.  A new Victoria Public School had 
just been built and the old one (just to the south, facing 
Askin St.), which was considered unsafe for junior students, 
was deemed safe enough for seniors.  So, in the fall of 
1921, grade 8 graduates from the four area public schools 
(Riverview, Tecumseh, Wortley & Victoria) who lived south 
of the river formed the first “Con nua on” class.  It was so 
successful that more rooms at the old Victoria school were 
“rehabilitated” and LSCI was born, opening in the fall of 
1922 with 290 students and 10 teachers. 

For the next 5 ½ years they put up with the leaky roof and 
creaking stairs, but by April 1928 their new school building 
was finished and the staff and students “paraded”, with 
principal T.S.H. Graham (1925‐53) in the lead, from the old 
Victoria school to the new building on Tecumseh.  As noted 
earlier, South’s previous four reunions (50th, 60th, 75th 
and 85th) were based on the 1928 opening of this building, 
but since South Collegiate as an official ins tu on of 
learning has existed since 1922, it was deemed very 
important to mark its 100th Anniversary in 2022.   

The structure on Tecumseh has undergone several 
addi ons and renova ons over the years.  The original 13‐
room school proved to be too small almost immediately, so 
that just one year a er it opened, the south wall of the 
building had to be demolished so that a 9‐room addi on 
could be added.  

By the late 1950’s, with the first wave of the Baby Boom 
ge ng ready to start high school, another addi on was   
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badly needed. In February 1960, a design was submi ed for 5 new classrooms, a new library, music room, 
cafeteria, kitchen, administra ve offices and auditorium, and by November of that year it was completed – an 
incredible effort in just 9 months. 

Although the basic dimensions of the school have changed li le since 1960, there have been lots of other changes: 
all the internal stairways were replaced by stairways on the outer walls (safety mandated), the old exterior 
quadrangle became a new interior room – The Atrium, and other rooms were altered to accommodate new 
curriculum op ons: Theatre Arts, Dance, and Computer courses.  

In the 1960’s we lost our name, becoming (against our wishes) London South Secondary School.  Many of us never 
really got used to the new name, however.  Can you imagine chan ng “Oh we’re the bunch from the S.S.S.”?  
Sounds a bit sinister, doesn’t it?  In 2010, a er an SCAA campaign to have our original name restored, we 
succeeded and the words London South Collegiate Ins tute once again adorn the north wall beside the main 
entrance.  Those words serve to reaffirm the proud history of this school.   

Final Notes: All that remains of South’s first “home” is the old school bell, which 
now hangs on a hook on the wall in the library/auditorium area of the current 
Victoria Public School. Because of this historical connec on between our two 
ins tu ons, arrangements are being made to commemorate South’s official 
opening with an event at Victoria on September 9, 2022, (5:00‐8 PM).  Among 
other things, the event will involve the dedica on of some kind of memorial 
plaque to acknowledge South’s “birth”. (Watch for further details as they are 
finalized.)   We are looking forward to welcoming you back to celebrate South’s 
100th, not only at the September 9th event, but also at the weekend event the 
following spring (May 26‐28, 2023).   

*** We are s ll working to fill some of the commi ee chair posi ons, but we 
will also need many more alumni volunteers as those dates get closer.  Please let 
us know if you are able to help out in any way: contact@southalumni.ca.   

50th Reunion for the Class of 1971 
A er 7 months of reless planning and Zoom calls, our 50th Anniversary Reunion finally arrived on October 15.  
The commi ee sleuths had performed countless searches through various online and “word of mouth” sources 
for lost classmates and were able to make contact with over 110 of them.  Sadly, it was also discovered that 24 
from our group had passed away.  In the end, 42 of our peers came from as far away as California, Texas, 
Minnesota, Bri sh Columbia, Alberta and Quebec.  In addi on, about a dozen of our teachers honoured us with 
their presence. By all accounts everyone had a wonderful me reconnec ng. 

The building of the class website (www.southclass1971.com) was a huge asset for a rac ng a en on, sharing 
informa on, upda ng our data base and communica ng plans as they developed.  Videos were produced to pay 
tribute to our deceased classmates and to highlight the world ac vi es that took place during our me at South.   

We gathered at the Wortley Road house at 3:30 pm in hopes of mee ng a few teachers who frequent the local 
watering hole. Miss Mayhew, the La n Diva, Pete Telford and Alumnus Connie Weir made our stop worthwhile. 
We then moved on to The Dawg House for a quick dinner. By 7 PM our official celebra on began at the main 
banquet room at the Highland Country Club. With popular hits of our teen years playing in the background, the 
classmates and teachers spent the evening reminiscing and catching up on each other’s life adventures, 
challenges, and re rement years.  Many perused the memorabilia and watched videos made by Mr. Boa’s Audio‐
Visual class in 1969. As classmate Debbie Obokata remarked, “Isn’t it amazing how easily we all fell in together 
and enjoyed each other’s company!”  Fortunately, with the SCI 100th Celebra on planned for May 2023, we only 
have to wait a mere 19 months un l we gather again. Thank‐you Alumni!    

John Hay (’71) 

Editor’s Note: Congratula ons to John and the rest of the “71 Reunion Commi ee for their well‐organized reunion 
and for doing such a wonderful job of upda ng the informa on in the alumni database for the Class of 1971! 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
Alumni who graduated before 1972 will be familiar with the name Jessie MacFarlane, the illustrious teacher whose 
career at South spanned 42 years.  She arrived in 1926, a er being hired as the Head of Girls Phys. Ed. In 1957, she 
became Head of the English Department, one of the first women appointed to this posi on and one she held un l 
she re red in 1968.  Did you know, however... that while earning an Honours BA in History and English at Western 
(1920‐24), she became the first female individual track champion and the first to win a senior athle c le er?  That 
she was the first woman to be elected President of the UWO Alumni Associa on in 1955 and the first woman 
appointed to the University’s Board of Governors in 1970?  That during Western’s Fall Convoca on in 1978, she was 
described as “a legend of a very special kind” and a Doctor of Laws degree was bestowed upon her?  Dr. Jessie 
MacFarlane passed away in 1990, but we honour her as a woman of many impressive firsts and an important part of 
South’s history. 

Class of 1971 50th Reunion Celebration 

Teachers help 
celebrate the  

Class of 1971’s 50th 
Reunion 

 
L to R: Ron Reesor, 
Marj Frankel, Werner 
Koenen, Rae Clark, 
Kerry Benson, Joyce 
(Ruddle) Hetherington & 
Ian Underhill 
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RECOGNIZING OUR SUPER SENIORS… Living grads from the 1940’s 
by Connie (Woods) Weir (’66) 

As we approach South’s 100th birthday, we want to recognize what we are calling our “super seniors”, alumni 
who graduated in the 1940’s, who are now all in their 90’s.  Although we are trying to use the alumni database to 
determine how many of these grads are s ll living, our informa on is not very up‐to‐date, so we are asking alumni 
for help in iden fying any “super seniors” that they are aware of. 

One of those grads has already been acknowledged with a profile in the Fall 2020 issue.  Landon Carter Pearson 
(’47), re red senator, author, child advocate and Officer of the Order of Canada, is certainly a very dis nguished 
“super senior”.  Since then, three more 1940’s grads have been iden fied, one by an alumna herself.  (See below 
for Marion (Watson) Siegel’s (‘47) lovely email sent to us in July.)  The other two were iden fied by alumnus Ross 
Spe gue (’62).  Ross, who provided informa on on two first cousins, has served on the SCAA execu ve since the 
spring of 2017 and is also featured on the “Alumni in the News” page.  

C. Owen Spe gue (’47) went on to earn a BA from the UWO, an MSW from the U of Toronto and a law degree 
from Osgoode Hall in the late fi ies.  Owen has re red from his law prac ce in Leamington, but s ll lives there. 

Douglas O. Spe gue (’48) won the gold medal in English while receiving his BA from the UWO, then went on to 
complete both a Masters and a PhD in English at the University of Toronto.  A Professor Emeritus at Queens 
University in Kingston, he chaired the Department of English for many years.  Douglas is also the author of a 
number of books, the first of which was published while Ross was s ll at South.  He remembers that Miss Gorwill 
had proudly displayed the book, The Friendly Force, a history of the RCMP, and told his library class what an 
excellent student his cousin had been.  Douglas has said that he enjoyed his me at South, where he played violin 
in the orchestra, won medals for public speaking and was president of the student council in his senior year.  

Addi onal Notes: Joseph Spe gue (1822‐1897), a na ve of Cornwall, England, seems to have been the first 
Spe gue to arrive in London in the 1840’s. He opened a store on the SW corner of Dundas and Clarence Streets in 
1855 and in 1871 built Spe gue Hall (later the Duffield Block) which contained an elegant 663‐seat concert hall on 
the second floor. Designed in the Second Empire Style, this impressive heritage building which s ll stands today, 
cost $12,000 to construct, a huge sum in those mes. 

Those of you familiar with the Westminster Ponds area will know that one of the ponds is called Spe gue Pond.  
That pond was named a er Charles Locke Spe gue, Joseph’s son and Ross’s grandfather, who owned property on 
Commissioners Road that included the pond.  The family’s home at 871 Commissioners Rd. (just west of Adelaide 
on the south side), was once the Swartz Tavern, built about 1822 (demolished in 1975). Ross remembers his father 
Herbert (Bert) talking about ska ng on the pond in winter and fishing/swimming in the summer.  

Over the years, a total of ten Spe gues have a ended South, the first two gradua ng in 1928: Margaret Spe gue 
Blaine (d. 2007) and Lillian Spe gue Park (d. 2009) and the last one in 1961: Gail Spe gue Haley. 

REMINDER: IF YOU ARE AWARE OF ANY LIVING “SUPER SENIOR” ALUMNI, PLEASE LET US KNOW. 

DELIGHTFUL EMAIL FROM 1947 GRAD  
My name is Marion (Watson) Siegel.  I am 91 years old and I graduated, grade 13, from South Collegiate in June 
1947.  I entered nursing school at St Joseph’s Hospital School of Nursing in January 1948, gradua ng as an R.N. in 
1951. My husband, Dr Daniel Siegel, (age 94) and I currently live at Oak Hammock at the University of Florida, a 
CCRC, Gainesville, Florida, USA. We have 3 living daughters and a deceased son, who passed away March 2020. 
I a ended elementary school at Victoria school.  It is with great pride in my schools that I thank all of you for 
carrying on the fine tradi on that has been signature at London South.   

Wishing everyone con nued success with your Alumni plans. I am so proud of all of you and the fine educa on 
you receive at our Alma Mater.  

Marion (Watson) Siegel (‘47) 
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The Meaning of South’s Mural 
Last fall’s issue, included 6 ques ons from a quiz distributed to Grade 9 
students when they arrived at South. The answers to those ques ons 
were included in the spring 2021 issue, except for the one about the 
meaning of South’s mural.  The mural was created in 1961, as part of the 
major 1960‐61 addi on described above.  Like many of you, I admired the 
mural during my five years at South, but did not give much thought to its 
meaning.  Well, for all those who are curious, here is explana on provided 
in the October 1961 edi on of the school newspaper, The Confederate…. 

The design of the mural, which is en tled The Heritage of Man, centres 
primarily around the signs of the alphabet from which our language has 
evolved. Through this language, we have been able to learn, to be 
educated and to receive the heritage of the past. 

On the le  are symbols of early Egyp an picture‐wri ng.  The sec on below that follows the development of our 
language using figures from Phoenician, Greek, Roman and Chinese civiliza ons. 

The sun in the middle, along with the crescent moon, represent the idea that learning is a transi on from darkness 
to light, from night to day.   

The horizontal shape – a scale, a hand and a star – represents man’s heritage le  by ancient civiliza ons.   

The hand holding the burning flame represents the greatest gi s of our heritage ‐ ideas and ways of doing things – 
mathema cal theories, principles of common law, etc.                                                                   

The scale on the le  represents our code of jus ce, pa erned on that of the Greeks and Romans. 

The six‐pointed star represents the third gi  the past has le  us – a belief in one God for the whole world, which is 
the basis of Chris anity (as well as a number of other world religions). Ancient peoples thus helped to mold our 
ideas of right and wrong, se ng up for us a moral code to live by. 

The three le ers above this panel, represen ng the development of the le er “A”, are taken from the 
Phoenicians, Greeks and Romans. 

The figure of the eye in the lower right corner is a reminder that educa on and learning are as important as our 
eyes. They teach our mind to see.  

Finally, in the upper right is the symbol of the atom, surrounded by forms of outer space. The progress in this 
direc on may give us a heritage for future genera ons, but not un l we are able to appreciate the heritage 
already given to us. 

 A VIRTUAL REUNION FOR THE CLASS OF 2001 

On the evening of Friday, June 11, 2021, graduates from the class of 2001 celebrated 20 
years since depar ng from South.  Since pandemic restric ons were s ll in effect, the event 

was hosted in an online pla orm called Gather (www.gather.town).  This pla orm  provides a two‐dimensional 
environment for people to “walk around” and virtually interact with audio and video feeds, games, and other 
features to simulate an in‐person gathering. 

While our turnout was small ‐ about 25% of those invited a ended ‐ our group had a wonderful me for over four 
hours recalling memories of our five years at South and enjoying a few rousing rounds of a Pic onary‐style game. 

If you couldn’t a end or didn’t receive an invita on, please make sure you are listed in the alumni registry 
(www.southalumni.ca/registry) as we are missing well over 100 of our fellow grads.  You can also e‐mail 
(southlions2k1@gmail.com) or join the Facebook group (www.facebook.com/groups/south2k1) to keep up with 
future events.  The plan is to have an in‐person event for our 25th anniversary in 2026. 

Mike Bloxam, 2001 class representa ve (Editor’s Note: Mike is both a past and current SCAA director.)  
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SOUTH’S MANY MULTI-GENERATIONAL FAMILIES 
by Connie (Woods) Weir (‘66) 

When I created the Neighbourhood Walk booklet in 2013, I was interested to see 
how many South teachers had lived in the area. A remarkable total of 21 teachers 
once lived (or are s ll living) in the neighbourhood in which they taught, 15 of whom 
had children who a ended South.  I probably shouldn’t have been surprised by this. 
Those of us who live in Old South/Wortley Village didn’t need a na onal survey to tell us that we live in one of the 
“coolest neighbourhoods” in the country. Some of us never le  . Others, like myself, le  but have since returned.   

Given the obvious appeal of the neighbourhood, I started wondering how many South alumni had remained living in 
the area.  Just how many 3 and 4‐genera on South families were out there?  In the last SCAA Updates email, I asked 
alumni to let us know if they were part of such a family and was delighted to get six replies.  We now know of 9 mul
‐genera onal families and I suspect there may be several more out there. Since there isn’t space in this issue to tell 
you about all of them, I will share what we have learned over the next few issues. 

I have chosen to start with the HARRINGTON FAMILY.  Four genera ons of the family have 
already a ended South with a fi h “on the way” in a few years.  Thanks to David Harrington 
(’74) for the following email.  

My father Neil Harrington, now 93, a ended South from 1940‐44 (He graduated grade 13 from 
Central, having moved to Birr). His mother Rheita Harrington a ended South for 1 term in 1944 
to upgrade her La n mark. (She was in the same class as Dad and received a mark of 100%!) 
Later my father and family moved back to Old South and my sister Elizabeth (’71), brother 
Alexander (Sandy) (’72), myself and my sister Catherine (’75) all a ended South. My wife, 
Nancy Peace (’70) and our children Jane (Harrington) Edwards (grad ’99) and Cameron 
Harrington (2000) also a ended South.  
David’s sister Elizabeth filled us in on the likely 5th genera on:  Jane Edwards (née Harrington) has 2 boys and they’re 
living in their forever home in Old South! Duncan is 4 and Callum is 2… a few years to go before going to South! 

The MERRIFIELD FAMILY is another family with a long history at South. George and his brother Stewart were the first 
to a end South, with George gradua ng in 1940 or 1941, before serving in WWII alongside Stewart. He was followed 
by two of his three sons, Sco  (’68) and Paul (’73), while his youngest son Brock a ended high school in Woodstock. 
Sco  played hockey and football throughout his years at South and his four daughters were part of Lions' teams 
too. Under Coach Chris Marcus, Lindsay Merrifield (’98) and Kate (Merrifield) Greenwood ('00) won mul ple 
Canadian secondary school rowing championships. Younger sisters Gillian Merrifield (’03) and Jane (Merrifield) 
Hammond (’05) excelled on a number of South teams, including hockey, basketball, soccer, volleyball & badminton. 
(PS. There was no girls’ hockey team at South un l Sco  started one a er his daughter Gillian arrived there.) Paul 
Merrifield’s daughter, Natalie (Merrifield) Mayer ('04) and Brock’s daughters,  Anne (’09) and Grace (’13) were also 
proud South Lions and ac ve in a variety of clubs and the arts program. Over the next few years, the family may 
welcome a fourth genera on of Lions!  

The final mul ‐genera onal family chosen for this issue is the MENNILL FAMILY. While only four Mennills have 
a ended South, the name should be familiar to many alumni.  The patriarch of the family, Russell Delmar (Del) 
Mennill a ended South in the mid‐1920’s, when it was s ll opera ng out of the old Victoria Public School.  Del’s 
older son Dave (’58), who sadly passed away in 2020, returned to South in 1990 as Geography Department Head 
(1990‐93).  Younger brother, Paul (’62), has fond memories of playing in South’s band as a student.  A er earning his 
degree in history, he went on to teach in North York, and at Montcalm and Saunders before returning to South to 
serve as Principal (1986‐89).  Paul’s son Dan (’93), who was the musical director of South’s school show in his 
gradua ng year, is now Professor of Biology and Associate Dean of Science at the University of Windsor. 

MORE FAMILIES WILL BE PROFILED IN FUTURE ISSUES, INCLUDING THE CRIPPS, STRUPAT, LEAHY/KOREEN,  
JEFFREY/NURSEY, RAMER & SELK FAMILIES (along with any others that may come to our a en on...) 

David Harrington’s 
1974 grad photo 
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CITY TRACK CHAMPIONS   
Top Row (L to R): Mr. Dinsmore (“Dinny”), Pritchett, Franks, Haysom, Kelleher & Mr. Baird 

Sitting (L to R): Riddle, George, Sinclair & Mennill 

ROWING TEAM — 1997-98 
Back Row: Mr. Marcus, Kyla Schaefer, Mischa Schlemmer, Kate Merrifield, Melanie Camman & Dana Richardson–Blewett 

Front Row: Helen Craigie, Carly Lucas, Lindsay Merrifield, Becky Ramsden , Shannon Sengbusch & Beckie Willsie 

Photo from 

the 1997-98 

Yearbook 

Acta-Meridiana  

Photo  

from  

LSCI Oracle   

Page 9    

 December 17  

1924 

Scott Merrifield’s  
Grad photo 

1968 
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SCHOOL NEWS … Here and Now 
 

2021 Award Winners:  
An impressive 36 students out of a gradua ng class of 111, won Alumni Awards for earning a minimum of 90% in six 
grade 12 courses.  Oliver Anderson and Imogen Morgan shared the SCAA sponsored Gold Scholar of the Year 
Award, while also earning a number of other awards, including Queen Elizabeth Scholarships.  Owen Hamber, was 
the Silver Scholar of the Year and Lara El‐Aloul was the Bronze Scholar. Lara was also Valedictorian and received a 
number of other awards including the Principal’s Award for Student Leadership.   

Life at South:  
There are just 2 classes a day, each 150 minutes long, based on a 2‐week schedule:  Week 1 (Periods  1 & 2) and 
Week 2 (Periods 3 & 4). Extra Curriculars and Athle cs have happily resumed. South is running Girls and Boys Golf, X‐
Country, Girls Basketball, Boys Volleyball and Football. No spectators, however, are allowed for indoor sports and 
there will be no WOSSA or OFSAA compe ons for fall sports.  Decisions are pending for winter and spring sports. 
Remote Learning: South was chosen to be the home school for all Remote Grade 9 students in the TVDSB.  There are 
approximately 150 students who have currently opted to con nue with online learning. 
New Administrators:  Ms. Sarah Khan is South’s new principal, coming to us from Saunders, while the new VP, Mrs. 
Karen Masson is from College Avenue Collegiate in Woodstock.  
Covid:  To date, there have been no confirmed cases at South.  Let’s hope that fortunate situa on con nues. 

75th Anniversary Award Winner: Todd Gamble 
Since there was no formal June commencement in the South auditorium, there was 
no way to distribute and gather nomina on forms to determine this year’s 
recipient.  Once again, however, the SCAA was unwilling to forego the presenta on 
of this special award that recognizes a staff member for his/her contribu ons to 
making South the quality school that it is.   

At our Zoom mee ng last June, the execu ve made a unanimous decision: Todd 
Gamble would be the recipient of the 75th Anniversary Award.  Todd has been a 
History and Economics teacher at South since 2000 and before that he was a 
student, gradua ng in 1995.  His contribu ons to the school are impressive: co‐
ordinator of the Academy Program for gi ed students, coach of the junior football 
team and volunteer supervisor of the weight room a er school, to name a few.  He 
is also well known to most of us on the SCAA execu ve, having served for several 
years as staff liaison, keeping us informed on current happenings at the school.  But 
we are not the only ones who think very highly of Todd.  Nomina ons from 
previous years a est to the respect fellow staff members have for him.  One 
colleague spoke of his “extremely posi ve a tude and great sense of humour”.  She also praised him for providing 
male students with a very posi ve role model of healthy masculinity and integrity.  

Not only did we have these previous nomina ons, but one of our new Board members, Nick Jaremko (’20) was able 
to provide the youthful perspec ve of a recent graduate and student of Todd’s in South’s Academy Program.  His 
glowing endorsement provides a clear testament to how worthy a recipient Todd is.  

Mr. Gamble could not be a more deserving recipient of this award. When I was at South, he defined what it meant to 
be a part of the school community. He was always going out of his way to be welcoming to every student, and help 
them out wherever he could. On top of this, he organized many field trips and ac vi es for the group of gi ed 
students to help us get the most out of our high school experience. He also made me to coach the Jr. Football team. 
He was clearly passionate about the game, as well as making the team the best they could be. Both on and off the 
field he was always wan ng to help those around him, and was passionate about everything he was involved in, 
which was a lot. Mr. Gamble is a teacher that every South student will have an interac on with, at least once, if not 
every day they’re at the school… It’s a reminder of why you love South. 

Todd Gamble (staff, 2000–present) 
(Class of 1995) 
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ROSS SPETTIGUE (‘62) was appointed Ac ng President of the Ontario Provincial Football League (OPFL) last May. 
The former secondary school teacher was praised in a press release: “Spe gue was instrumental in developing one 
of the province’s finest high school programs with the Essex Red Raiders, held the posi on of Assistance Coach (QB) 
and Recrui ng Coordinator with University of Windsor Lancers, co‐founded the Essex Ravens, has served as the 
Director of and Chair of the Selec on Commi ee for the Windsor‐Essex County Sports Hall of Fame and has more 
than 40 years of coaching experience.”  Although re red from teaching, Ross is s ll ac vely involved in youth sports 
as a Basketball official and a football colour commentator.  Now he has happily taken on this new job: "Whatever 
role the Board determines I should have in service to the OPFL, we will work relessly to serve our members, 
coaches, players and beyond."  (Ross also con nues to serve as an SCAA Director)  

KNUTE DOHNBERG (’65) has been chosen by the Canadian Ski Instructors Alliance (CSIA) as the 2021 inductee 
into the CSIA Na onal Hall of Fame.  It’s a great honour and Knute admi ed that he was 
“over the moon” when he got the news.  His passion for skiing developed quickly a er 
joining the London Ski Club in the early 60’s.  By 1970, he had earned the rare Level 4 
Instructor cer fica on, being the youngest ever to do so.  He has served three terms on 
the CSIA Ontario Board, including one term as Chair, as well as two terms on the CSIA 
Na onal Board.  Knute was Ski School Director at Beaver Valley for 19 years and con nues 
to be an ac ve CSIA Course Conductor and BV staff trainer. The induc on ceremony is 
scheduled for November 18th at the Chateau Lake Louise, Alberta.  On another note, the 
SCAA wishes to thank Knute for his service on the execu ve, including seven years as 
President (2014‐21).  Following May’s AGM, he assumed the role of Past‐President.     

SUSAN BONDY (’83) is another South grad who has dis nguished herself in the field 
of medical research.  Like Dr. Steini Brown (’88), she works at the University of 
Toronto’s Dalla Lana School of Public Health. An Assistant Professor, Dr. Bondy 
earned an MSc in Epidemiology and Biosta s cs at Western (1990) and a PhD in 
Epidemiology (Community Health) at the University of Toronto (1995). Her research 
interests have included the epidemiology of smoking and other addic ve substance 
use, the epidemiology of ea ng disorders, chronic disease epidemiology and health 
services and evalua on research.  Dr. Bondy has received considerable recogni on 
for her work and been honoured with Awards of Excellence as both a teacher and a 
researcher.  In 2018, she was selected for the New and Evolving Academic Leaders 
(NEAL) Program (University of Toronto).  

DR SAM SHORTT (‘65) studied medicine at Western University and law at the University of 
Leicester in the UK. He taught in the Departments of Family Medicine and Community Health 
and Epidemiology at Queen’s University, where he was a full Professor. He was Director of 
the Centre for Health Services and Policy Research at Queen’s from 1997 to 2007 and later 
served as a medical execu ve at the Canadian Medical Associa on.  He has wri en three 
books, edited or co‐edited five collec ons of scholarly ar cles, and is the author of numerous 
peer‐reviewed papers. He completed ar cles with the li ga on group at Nelligan O’Brien 
Payne LLP, an O awa firm on Canadian Lawyer’s list of ten best regional firms in Ontario.   

A proud member of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario, the College of Family 
Physicians of Canada, the Law Society of Ontario, the Ontario Trial Lawyers Associa on (and its Medical 
Malprac ce Sec on) and the County of Carleton Law Associa on.  

In 2021, as you will discover on the following page, Sam added a new tle to his list of publica ons: The Phantom 
Cargo Threat, a poli cal thriller/police procedural inspired by the divisive turmoil in the US during the Trump 
years.  His first book of fic on, but hopefully not his last.  
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MAIL BOX...   
     Letters and e-mails from alumni  

 

APPRECIATION FOR SPRING 2021 ISSUE 

We read the whole newsle er with great interest. You do such a grand job. I have forwarded the newsle er to our 
“girls” ‐  Gwen, an eminent Human Rights barrister in Vancouver, and Victoria, an inspiring mother, gi ed 
elementary school teacher and specialist in Remedial Reading (now re red), here in the Saanich Peninsula.  
I read with interest the note by Paul Burd’s star kicker, Jamie Henderson. When Paul first arrived at South I too was 
on his team. With more brawn than brain or athle c grace, my forte was not backfield elegance, but line mayhem as 
Guard and Tackle, in those far off days called more prosaically, Inside and Middle. (I wonder if the old rugby cheer, 
“Garnet and grey, garnet and gray/ Knock ‘em down, leave ‘em lay/ Eat ‘em up, chew ‘em up, sis‐boom‐ba,/ South 
Collegiate, rah, rah, rah!” is too sanguinary and violent nowadays.) Warm best wishes to all the South Family. 
Steve (‘51) and Kit Brodsky (‘52) 
(Note: Steve contributed the piece “A Wonderful Memory from Holland, 1960”, on page 5 of last spring’s issue.)  

MORE COMPLIMENTS ON SPRING ISSUE 

That was really good work; my compliments again. And many thanks for your support on the ar cle. It complements 
some other really interes ng stories of other alumni.  I found that is the best part of the newsle ers; we all came 
from one building and take so many diverse and interes ng paths!    Andrew Hart (‘87) 
(Note: Our thanks to Andrew for the interes ng cover ar cle he wrote for last spring’s issue.  His full‐ me Reserve 
Service as lead military planner with Edinburgh regional health unit has now ended a er a 12 month commitment.) 

STILL MORE PRAISE… 

You nailed the newsle er! It was a real tribute to South Grads' roles not only in the community but na onally and 
interna onally. At the same me, the history of South's beginning, the plans for the 100th, and the obituaries drew 
me closer to the community. I felt connected to a network of people who helped shape my life and now to others 
who are helping to shape the world. Thank you. Please extend my apprecia on to the ac ve Alumni for soldiering 
on, especially over the past year.    Cathy Osborne Rice (‘71) 
(Note: Cathy was on the organizing commi ee for the recent 1971 Class Reunion.  Congrats on a job well done!) 

ALUMNA DISCOVERS THE SCAA WEBSITE 
I stumbled across South’s Alumni website and wish to be included in the registry for updates on future events (I see 
next year marks 100 years since opening!)  
A er gradua ng south in 1978, I went on to Engineering at UWO (BESc ’84 – Mechanical). I’ve lived in the US since 
’89 with the majority of my career with Mars divisions (IT & Confec onery) 
Sheila (MacFarlane) Nickle (’78), Long Valley, New Jersey 
(Note: Sheila’s name and contact info have now been added to the alumni database.) 

COVID GIVES BIRTH TO A NOVEL  

I decided to share this brief vigne e about how a not‐quite‐re red septuagenarian found a silver…okay, tarnished 
pewter… lining to the mind‐numbing tedium of the Great Covid Confinement of 2021. Sequestered at home under 
the dull grey skies of a snowy February, I decided to amuse myself by wri ng fic on.  At first I didn’t give much 
thought to publishing, but a couple of months later, with a 72,000 word manuscript staring at me, it seemed like a 
necessary next step. Alas, I made a startling discovery: you can’t just send your dra  to a publisher. Every author 
hoping to publish commercial fic on must be represented by a literary agent who pitches the book to likely presses. 
The polite agents sent a succinct “no”, while the rest simply never responded. At this point even an absurd op mist 
would have had to concede that ge ng published wasn’t going to happen. The “vanity press” route – paying a press 
to publish your work ‐ was never an op on. It was in this forlorn state that I discovered www.wa pad.com, which 
makes e‐books available at no cost to either the author or readers.  If you want to see the result, go to the site using 
this link for The Phantom Cargo Threat:  h ps://www.wa pad.com/1088661109‐the‐phantom‐cargo‐threat?
utm_source=web&utm_medium=email&utm_content=share_reading                  Dr. Sam Shor  (‘65)  
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(EDITOR’S NOTE: Once again, given the 
number of deaths,  I have had to shorten 
many entries to fit into the space available.)   

Ruth (Taylor) Hoover (’41) died Aug. 19, 
2021, age 97, a er a long struggle with 
conges ve heart failure. Survived by 
daughters Carolyn Lammie (’64) and 
Barbara Hoover (’72) (Rick), of London 
and Anita Johnston of Sherwood Park, 
AB. Also survived by 7 grandchildren and 
9 great grandchildren.  The life‐long 
resident of Old South loved to crochet, 
knit and sew. Christmas was her favourite 
season and she displayed reminders of it 
year‐round. Ruth danced into her 80’s 
and could play music by ear.  Referred to 
affec onately as the "Energizer Bunny", 
she seemed to keep going and going...  

Helen (Graham) MOORHOUSE (’42) 
passed away Nov. 1, 2020. A long‐ me 
resident of Lambeth, she is survived by 
her three sons, seven grandchildren and 
five great‐grandchildren.  “A caring, 
generous woman with a sparkling 
personality, who always put her family 
first”.  Helen was an ac ve member of St. 
James Westminster Anglican Church and 
Trinity Anglican Church in Lambeth. 

Margaret Elinor (Clarke) CLARKE (’50) 
passed away at University Hospital, on 
Oct. 22, 2021, in her 89th year.  Beloved 
wife of Frederick Thomas Clarke. Loved 
mother of Susan Maver (’74) (Jack) of 
Grand Bend, Pamela Brand (’77) (Ron) of 
Zurich and  Ma hew Clarke (’78) (Janet) 
of Exeter. Cherished grandma  of 10 and 
great grandma of 7.  Dear sister of Be y 
(Clarke) Bell (’54) of O awa. 
Predeceased by her parents Murray and 
Margaret "Peggy" (Finney) Clarke (’26)  

Marie (Walch) ROBB (’51) passed away 
Aug. 3, 2021, in Cobourg, age 89. Beloved 
wife of the late Charles “Glen” Robb. 
Cherished mother of Glenna “Jaye” 
Stechey and Jeffrey George Robb and 
dear grandmother of three.  Marie 
graduated from St. Joseph’s School of 
Nursing in 1956 and provided five 
decades of service at Turner Drug Store, 
first under the ownership of husband, 
Glen and later her son Jeff. 

Ronald Bruce (Moose) WESENGER (’52) 
of St. Thomas (formerly Port Stanley), 
passed away at home on Apr. 12, 2021, 
age 88. Survived by wife Beverly, stepson 
Ford, granddaughters Rebecca and Erin 
and siblings Dwight (’55) (Noreen) and 
Marilyn Holfeld (’54).  He had a special 
bond with his granddaughters, whose 
love and care during the last  months of 
his life, made it possible for him to 
remain at home. “Kind, generous and fun‐
loving”, he was a man of many interests: 
horses, curling, and sailing with friends. 
A er moving to Port Stanley, the Lions 
Club became an important part of his life.  

Shirley (Sco ) STONE (’55) passed away 
Dec. 18, 2020.  She met her husband 
Greg (’55) in grade 9 and they enjoyed 
over 60 years 
together.  A er 
teaching school for a 
period, Shirley spent 
her life “teaching, 
collabora ng, and 
spreading joy to all 
her family and 
friends”.  She 
volunteered at the London Art Gallery 
and loved all sports. She was a proud 
founding member of the London Pla orm 
Tennis Club.  Survived by her husband, 
four children and four grandchildren.  
Predeceased by all five of her siblings: 
Margaret Ratz, Helen Johnston (’50), 
Catherine Walters (’59) and Walter and 
Norm Sco .   

Robert "Bob" "Reg" HEIGHWAY (’56) 
passed away on June 28, 2021 at Victoria 
Hospital, age 83. Bob is survived by his 
wife of 54 years, Mary Jane "Midge" (nee 
Thompson) (’60), his children, Tom (’89) 
(Jill) and Sara (’91) (Chris Baillie) and  four 
grandchildren.  Bob 
was a gi ed athlete 
and football star. 
He con nued his 
studies in 
Engineering at the 
Haileybury School 
of Mines, followed 
by a career 

highlighted by over 20 years at General 
Motors. A devoted husband,  father and 
grandfather, Bob loved spending me 
with his family here in London and in 
Halifax, NS.  “Generous with a joke, a 
story, a chat or a liba on, he lived a full 
life filled with cherished friendships.” 

Julia Anne (Harvey) KRIKORIAN (‘59), of 
St. David’s, Ontario, passed away Nov. 
11, 2019. “Gloriously wi y, insigh ul, 
kind, and strong, Julia Anne was a truly 
amazing woman”.  Loving wife of Donald,  
proud mother of three and do ng 
grandmother of two.  Family and friends 
were “her life's great joy”, but she took 
pleasure in pain ng, tracking her 
ancestry, watching Corona on Street, 
and a nice overcooked turkey dinner. 

David Purves (’60) passed away Mar. 17, 
2021, at University Hospital, London, 
a er a short illness. Brother of Margaret 
Ann (Jekel). Beloved husband of Suzanne 
(Varnell) (’59). Loving father of three, 
proud grandfather of four and delighted 
great‐grandfather of one.  In addi on to 
his work as an insurance broker, Dave 
enjoyed golf, jazz, woodworking, 
travelling and me with  friends.  Above 
all, he loved his family. The co age 
vaca on with the en re family and their 
pets was the highlight of each year.  

Gordon BOX (’70) passed away Aug. 13, 
2021, age 70, a er a courageous ba le 
with cancer. Survived by his wife, Anne 
Miner (’70), his three children: Ka e 
(Sean), Mathew (Melissa) and Maggie 
(Jon) and three much loved grandchildren 
Greatly missed by sister Lynn (’69) and 
brother‐in‐law Dale Wright (’68), 
brothers Doug (Robin) and Greg Box 
(Wendy) and sisters‐in‐law, Josephine 
Miner (’68) and Katherine (Bill Gelinas). 
“A devoted husband, father, grandfather 
and successful businessman”, Gord was 
passionate about stock car racing, the 
Toronto Maple Leafs and Tim Hortons 
coffee.  He enjoyed winters in Florida and 
summers in Grand Bend.  

IN   
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Gerard Michael DUPREY (’79) passed 
away May 5, 2021, age 
61, following a stroke.  
“A gentle spirit” who 
carried himself with 
“humility and respect 
for others”, Gerard’s 
interests ranged from 
philosophical 
conversa ons to 
Toronto sports teams, 

especially the Blue Jays.  He also 
volunteered with the London Arts 
community.  Predeceased by his brother 
Jerome (’76) (d. 1979), he is survived by 
six siblings: Joe Duprey (’73) (Sharon), 
Laverne Phills (Bert), Louise Kuenzig (’74) 
(Peter), Suzanne Francis (’80) (Donald), 
Janine Reaburn (’81) (Greg), and Denise 
Duprey (’83) (Ron).    

Karen Marie OLSON 
(’94) died on Aug. 7, 
2021, doing what she 
loved: hiking in 
Algonquin Park.  The 
proud mother of 
Emily and Ryan 
Garner;  loving 
partner of Peter Suffole a;  beloved 
daughter of Ronald and Linda Olson; and 
the uncondi onally loyal sister of Julia 
Olson Davids (’91) (Mar n) and Dan 
Olson (Malinda).  She was cradled in her 
last moments by two dear friends, Stacie 
Baillie (‘94) and Lisa Kostecki.  “A 
beau ful, spirited woman”, Karen was 
passionate about spending quality me 
with friends and family.  A talented 
dancer and singer, she was a member of 
Amabile Youth Singers and later the 

Wesley Knox United Church Choir.  She 
also enjoyed crea ng miniature po ery 
items. Equally important, she was a 
dedicated third genera on nurse.  

STAFF PASSING 
Andrew (Andy) George PATTERSON 
(Staff, 1991‐96) passed away May 8, 
2021, in his 86th year. His published 
obituary described him as “a man with a 
brilliant mind who spent his life teaching. 
Teaching his students how to learn and 
achieve, teaching his sons how to be men 
and fathers, teaching his grandchildren 
that life is abundant and joyful.”  
Predeceased by his wife, Tish and 
granddaughter, Hannah.  Survived by his 
loving sons and their wives Mike 
(LeeAnne), Mark (Margaret), Jeff (Kim); 
and grandchildren Eric, Jessica, Bridget, 
Jaime and Lori. 

Passing of Another Distinguished Alumnus 
Evan MCGUGAN (’44) passed away at University Hospital on May 12, 2021, in his 96th year. Survived by 
his wife, Lucille and his three children: Marney Warder (Bill) of London, Peter McGugan (’75) of 
California and Elizabeth Hentz (’79) of Tyrconnell.  Also survived by his first wife, Ruby (Parsons) 
McGugan (’45) and two grandchildren.  Predeceased by a brother Blair.   

Evan served as the general manager of the Western Fair Associa on for 35 years. Under his resourceful 
leadership, the fairgrounds averaged 900+ events a year.  Described as “a visionary”, he spearheaded 
the introduc on of the first extended night harness racing in Ontario in 1961. He also took a risk when 
he created an independent midway system, sidelining the powerful amusement corpora ons. In addi on, he challenged and 
changed inclusion policies of many clubs and associa ons, making them more open, compassionate and diverse. Evan re red in 
1991 and in 1995 was the Western Fair "Wall of Fame" Honoree.  

Apart  from this highly successful career, Evan was renowned as a  public speaker.  He “inspired people to find the courage to 
advance new ideas while maintaining high standards of accountability and integrity”.  His office walls were lined to the ceiling 
with awards for demonstra ng leadership, vision and excellence.  

The list of Evan McGugan’s community involvements and achievements is nothing short of outstanding: Member Board of 
Stewards, Metropolitan United Church; Member and Past President of the Kiwanis Club of Forest City London; Past President of 
the London Chamber of Commerce; Member and Senator of Sunningdale Golf and Country Club; Member Middlesex County 
Agricultural Hall of Fame;  a Director of the Canadian Associa on of Fairs and Exhibi ons, Western Fairs Associa on in California 
and the Interna onal Associa on of Fairs and Exhibi ons; twice President of the Canadian Associa on of Fairs and Exhibi ons 
and an Honorary Life Member of the I.A.F.E.  For his contribu ons to fairs, horse racing and North American culture, he remains 
the only person ever to have received the highest honour awards from all three fair associa ons. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Did you know that John Parmenter Robarts (1917‐1982), the Premier of Ontario from 1961 to 1971 was a South alumnus?  His 
name is on South’s WW II Ac ve Service Roll in the school lobby, having served in the Royal Canadian Navy from 1942‐45.  A er 
the war, Robarts completed his law degree and set up prac ce in London.  He served on city council un l being elected as an 
MPP in 1951. In 1959, he was promoted to Minister of Educa on and in 1961 became premier.  Nicknamed "the Chairman of the 
Board" during his tenure, Robarts was responsible for the construc on of five new universi es, the establishment of the Ontario 
Science Centre, the crea on of numerous teacher's colleges, the community college system, the GO Transit commuter rail 
system, introducing nuclear power to Ontario's electricity grid, and launching the Ontario Scholar fund for high school students 
gradua ng with an A average.  Is it any wonder why there are schools, libraries and research centres named in his honour? 
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If you enjoy this newsletter and enjoy logging on to the alumni 
website, help us defray some of the costs.  

Become  a sponsor for just $20 a year. 
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UPDATE ON SCAA ACTIVITIES 

COMMEMORATIVE IDEAS FOR SOUTH’S 100TH:  A commemora ve plaque will be unveiled at the ceremony 
scheduled for September 9, 2022 at  Victoria Public School, to mark South’s “birthplace”. In addi on to that, we 
feel there should be a permanent commemora ve item at South’s current home, perhaps a bench with a plaque to 
be placed somewhere outside the building.  Nothing has been decided yet, so please feel free to send us any 
sugges ons you have in this regard (contact @southalumni.ca).    

REDUCTION OF PRINTED COPIES OF LIONS’ PRIDE:  I think you can appreciate that a significant por on of alumni 
dona ons go towards covering the cost of prin ng and mailing out the newsle er – 400 printed copies with over 
300 of those mailed. Not only is the copying/mailing costly, but it uses funds that we could put towards a number 
of other projects, more school‐oriented projects with a greater legacy value, things such as increasing the value of 
some of the SCAA student awards, suppor ng some of the special school ini a ves and programs, purchasing 
memorial items to mark South’s 100th, etc.    

While the execu ve understands that there are s ll alumni who rely on ge ng a printed copy, we also know that 
there are likely numerous alumni who have been ge ng mailed copies who would happily read the newsle er in 
colour online.  We are asking alumni who s ll depend on receiving printed copies to let us know before the end 
of 2021, so that we can adjust our prin ng numbers for future issues accordingly.   
(Note: All alumni featured in an issue will con nue to receive a mailed copy.)  

REMINDER: No off‐site dinner‐dance is being planned for the Saturday night of South’s 100th Reunion Weekend , 
May 26‐28, 2023.  Individual classes, or a few closely connected years, are responsible for planning their own 
smaller, more in mate gatherings if they wish to. 

MEMORIES… Since the “Couplet Contest” proposed in the last issue elicited no responses, the invita on has been 
expanded to include any treasured South memory in any form you wish to submit it — poem, prose or photo…  So 
look through your saved South memorabilia and see what you can find to inspire you. 


