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LIONS’ PRIDE 
 

Virtus Repulsae Nescia Sordidae 

by Tom Crerar (Staff, 1956-81) 
 
The Confederate was the brainchild of 
its first editor, Kee Dewdney (’59).  It 
ran from 1958 – 69, was succeeded by 
Floyd, and then revived briefly in 1971.  
For a time, it tried to look like a newspa-
per.  Its first edition had a front page, a 
lead story, a headline (INITIATION HITS 
SOUTH) and a two-column format typed 
up by Barb Brooks (‘59) and others.  
But news was necessarily old.  On Octo-
ber 9th, Jim Allen (’61) scored two 
touchdowns against the Clarke Road 
Trojans and propelled the Lions to 
“Victory at Last!” but we didn’t read that 
until November.  Within two years, the 
columns were gone, “editions” were 
“issues”, the front page was a cover 
(There’s a peek-a-boo one in ’64 with 
Roger Macaulay, Principal, 1964 – 68, 
looking out) and the Confederate was a 
magazine in all but name. 
 

Production depended on the office ges-
tetner and the Administration’s good will.  
Unfortunately, that ran out in 1968 and 
Confederate staff scrambled to get one 
issue done at Westminster and another 
one printed by A.B. Dick.  Then, out of 
the blue, appeared their own gestetner, 
the gift of an unknown benefactor.  The 
first issue, 16 pages on 8 sheets stapled 
at the top left corner, had sold for 10 
cents.  Eleven years later, the price had 
risen to 20 cents.  Whatever the cost in 
1965, Peter Moore (’66) overheard 
someone at a Chess Club meeting in 
Mr. Mitchell’s (1932 - 67) room mutter-
ing, “I don’t wanna buy a Confederate.  
I’m too cheap.”  
 

In 1969, editors Larry Haskell (’71) and 
Pat Flanagan (’71) tried something new 
and had the spring issue printed on 

newsprint, with ads from Joseph’s For-
mal Rentals and Posno Flowers.  In it, 
they thanked the Staff advisor, “without 
whom... (their) lives… would have been 
considerably easier”. The only evidence 
of how well the paper did in any one 
year is from 1962, when Dan Colfax 
(’62) and the Spirit Club sold out the 55-
page Grad issue by temporarily stealing 
a pile of copies.     
 

Readers aside, how many students actu-
ally got involved?  In 1961, Doug Jack-
son’s staff, including “Eight Beautiful 
Girls” in Sales, numbered 63, Form 
News Reps 26, and Contributing Writers, 
Margaret MacVicar (’62) among them, 
13… a total of 102 students who worked 

on one issue.  As for the number of is-
sues, three per year were produced until 
1963.  After that the number varied be-
tween four and five.  Five issues were 
published (Christine Mayr (’65), Editor) 
in 1964, as well as in 1965 (Kathleen 
Chapman (’66) & Trish Nelligan (’67), 
and 1968 (Sally McBeth (’69).  Four 
issues were produced in 1966 (Marion 
Johnson (’66).  Altogether, South’s in-
complete archive holds 38 issues of the 
Confederate.  So there was a lot of in-
volvement over its 12 year history.   
 

In that period, the Confederate cruised 
the Mediterranean on board the Nevasa.  
It followed girls into Industrial Arts and  
 

Continued on page 2  

Remembering the Remembering the Remembering the Remembering the ConfederateConfederateConfederateConfederate    

Looking over the first edition of the Confederate (Nov. 1958), the first student publication since 
the demise of The South Wind  in 1949.  L to R: Tom Crerar (Staff Advisor), Kee Dewdney (’59) 
(Editor), Don Crawford (‘59) (Circulation Manager) & Barbara Brooks (’59) (Copy Editor)  
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by Pete Telford (Staff, 1978-98)  
                                          
 Andrew Cleary (below left), who will graduate from South in 2013,  gets a hand from his father John Cleary (’84), as they 
score and time the 28th Annual South Alumni Basketball Game in the South Gym on January 27th. 

 
In the game, it was a case of young legs and 3-point shooting having the upper hand over age, experience, and the inside 
game, as the Grads from 2000-2011 prevailed 62-42 over the “Old Guard”.  Morgan Fairweather (’00) dropped in 17 points 
for the winners, showing that he hadn’t lost his touch since his old high school days. Damien Gordon (’00) and Keith Harding 
(’03) also reached double-digit scoring. The Old Guard were bolstered by the return of Scott Thomas (‘82) who hadn’t played 
in the Alumni event for several years and re-joined his old backcourt partner Don Wilkinson (‘84) to weave a little of the old 
magic.  In addition to Scott and Don, the “senior” alumni team included Pete Richards (’82), Pete McIntosh (’84), Dave 
Dufton (’86), Dave Sumner (’87), Tom Dalby (’87), Shawn Campbell (’92), Josh Downes (‘96), Jonah Melville (‘96), 
Dusko Cvetkovic (‘98), Mike Edwards (‘98) & Jeff Kneeshaw (‘98). 
 

Members of the victorious “young” alumni team (photo above right) are, starting from the back left,  Morgan Fairweather, Bill 
Giannoulis (’05), Ted Bell (’03), Dave Sewell (’08), George Giannoulis (’09), Damien Gordon;  (front row, from left) Keith 
Harding, John Sengbusch (’98), Clayton Roney (’98). 

MEN’S BASKETBALL CONTINUES TO BUILD ALUMNI TRADITION 

Continued from page 1 

 

reviewed Pyramus and Thisbe and Jules et Jim, and offered the cartoon wisdom of Mark the Guru: “Eat hair.  Put carrots on 
your chest.”  It printed Miss MacFarlane’s (1926-68) true confession of why she couldn’t cut David Mulcaster’s (’66) hair and 
explained how a Boys’ Senior Basketball team could pack a gym and raise $140: challenge Garney Henley and the Ti-Cats.  It 
had Mary Canacari (’66) tell us what it was like to play a geisha in The Teahouse of the August Moon, announced the arrival 
of the Annie Oakleys rifle team and interviewed white supremacist, Martin Weiche.  It also followed Miss Wigston’s (1957- 65) 
Volleyball team from victory over Humberside to “a real motel” for “ice-cube fights” and “giggle-belly” and found this in the new 
“Letters to the Editor” box in the front hall: “Kick John Fitzgerald out of school.” (signed) John Fitzgerald. 
 

The Rugby Dance report written in verse in the first Confederate started an outpouring of creative writing – poems, short 
stories and essays, in English and French.  Starting in 1961, Literary Contests encouraged these creative efforts.  Don Laing 
(’61) won the first top prize of $10.  In 1967, the prize was a week’s pass to “Expo” in Montreal.  The first Literary Issue 
appeared in 1963 and confirmed a  trend of giving less prominence to traditional departments like Sports.  Form News 
remained a staple, but even “What was under the table at the 7 Dwarfs after the School Show?”‘ gave way to Fairy Tale Quiz 
and parody: 13 A’s “Ode to a Night-on-Ale”. 
 

The range in subject matter, theme and tone was broad: “Modern Art”, “Motorcycle Mania”, “The Twist”, and “Mathematical 
Recreation”.  Back-combing and spraying niners hair isn’t irritation; it’s degradation.  Rock and Roll is only “garbage” because 
its critics can’t “jive”.  Save Worms from Biology class.  Show us the connection between textbook and education.  Where’s the 
pep in compulsory rallies?  56% of girls go steady; half will “cheat” when asked.     
 
Following strong criticism of her provocative commentary on School Spirit, editor, Christine Mayr (‘65) chose to publish 6 ½ 
pages of the letters disagreeing with her most.  
 

Quite a twelve years….  You can still hear the voices…. 



3 

 

Four friends from the Class of ’56 
reconnect 56 years later 

 
EDITOR’S NOTE: In September 2006, the Class of ’56 held their 
own 50th Anniversary weekend – a well organized and very 
successful event attended by close to 40 alumni. (See cover story, 
Spring ‘07).  Last fall, 56 years after they graduated, four of these 
’56 alumni got together for another afternoon of reminiscing.  
SCAA Director, Bob Johnston (’56) was one of those alumni and 
wrote the following account of their visit. 
 
“Four alumni from the Class of ’56 held a mini reunion last fall.  
Getting together for coffee at Tim Horton’s were Dr. Barry 
Gambrill, Bob Johnston, Dr. Paul Mackenzie and Roy 
McDonald.  They took the opportunity to chat about recollections 
of their time at LSCI, as well as the years that have followed. 
 

All four alumni are active sponsors of the SCAA, so Bob led a visit 
back to South to view some of the results of SCAA projects.  First 
was the restored school name beside the main entrance.  Then the 
plaque bearing the names of recipients of the 75th Anniversary 
Award (initiated after the 2003 Reunion).  The Baldwin Grand 
piano in the auditorium was admired, as were the restored 
Students’ Council photographs in the cafeteria.  They were also 
greeted by Principal Catherine Davidson, Vice-Principal Todd 
Woolings (‘89) and Administrative Secretary, Bev Baines. 
 

All are now eagerly looking forward to reconnecting with many 
more of their former classmates at the 85th Anniversary 
Celebration in May 2013.  Plans have already been made to 
round out the reunion weekend with a class brunch on Sunday at 
the Delta Armories.” 
 

FINAL NOTES: Bob, Roy and Barry all live in London.  Barry 
retired in 2006 after 42 years as a family doctor in London.  Paul 
served as a medical missionary in Africa before returning to 
Canada to further his medical training.  Prior to retiring, he was the 
head of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Queen’s 
Medical School and Kingston General Hospital.  

56565656thththth FOR CLASS OF ’56… FOR CLASS OF ’56… FOR CLASS OF ’56… FOR CLASS OF ’56…    

L TO R: Dr. Barry Gambrill, Bob Johnston, Dr. Paul Mackenzie & Roy 
McDonald, chatting over coffee at Tim Horton’s 

Roy & Bob in front of the restored student council photos in the school 
cafeteria (an ongoing project in need of volunteer assistance) 

More on Roy… 
The new version of Jason Rip’s (Staff, 2006) play Beard: A Few Moments in the Life of 
Roy McDonald, played at The Arts Project*, on Dundas Street, from March 2 – 10.  
Produced by Alvego Root Theatre Company, the play chronicles the life of a man whom 
director, Adam Holowitz, describes as “a gentle, esoteric man who has always danced to 
his own drum-beat.” 
 

Just prior to the play’s opening, London journalist, James Reaney, devoted his LFP column 
“My London” to Roy.  Reaney, who clearly admires both Roy’s writing and his “kind-
hearted soul”, voted him as “My London’s unofficial mayor”.  Having seen the original, he 
commented that he was really looking forward to seeing the updated version. 
 

 Our unofficial reviewer, Bob Johnston (‘56) saw the play and thoroughly enjoyed it.  He 
praised actor Chris McAuley for his amazing job portraying Roy.  He also liked the fact that the “real Roy” joined Chris onstage 
for the closing song. 
   
*NOTE: Long time Londoners will know that the building now occupied by The Arts Project was once the home of Rowland 
Hill Shoe Store.  Interestingly, Betty Ann (Hill) Brown, the daughter of the store owners, was in the class of 1956 – the 
same one as Roy McDonald.  
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Dr. Sylvia (Horowitz) (’68) Solomon has just published For The First First First First 

Time:  One Woman’s Journey from Career to Retirement – A Blogoir and 
Guide for Your Own Journey.  Born in 1949, Sylvia is part of a generation of 
women who were the first to really reap the fruits of feminism.  She always thought that 
she knew what she wanted to do … until she was facing retirement.  Four months 

before retiring she began writing a blog (www.forthefirstime.ca) in which she 
tracked her story as she redefined her life post-career.  In her book (which you can 
order through her blog website) you’ll find a series of insightful and helpful “exercises” 
to help you in your own journey.  Carefully tracing her steps through this journey, she 
provides her readers with a story that’s familiar, enlightening, and comforting.  Here’s 
what some of her readers have said: 
 

What I have learned is that it is the same for all of us – regardless of where we live and 
where we worked.  The anxiety, the challenges, the issues and the uncertainty … and 
don’t let anyone tell you it’s easy.    (Esther, Canada) 
 

I retired last April and was very surprised at how difficult the transition has been.  Your 
words have helped me come to terms with this stage of my life.    (Cynthia, USA) 
 

I look and I see myself in more ways than one, as I venture forward in retirement.  Wish 
I could write as well and touch so many people’s lives.    (Lee Ha Wo, Malaysia) 
 

 I am asking myself the same questions you are answering.    (Hans, Canada)       

 

Sylvia is now living in Toronto, is the mother of three and grandmother of four.  It’s been a long journey from her beginning in 
London to where she is now.  She hopes you’ll join her on this journey. 

SCAA’S Dan Knight… A Remarkable Alumnus 
 
SCAA Director, Dan Knight (’07) is quite a guy.  Not only is he the Chair of the 85th 
Anniversary Reunion Committee, but he also chaired the last four Homecomings and helped 
organize the 2011 South Lions’ Golf Tournament.   
 

In his “day job”, Dan is Community Engagement Coordinator for the Southwest Region of 
the Arthritis Society.  In last December’s issue of Christian Life in London, Dan described 
his role to interviewer, Sheryl Scott: “My job is to raise funds and awareness for the disease 
and advocate for the people who are suffering across Southwestern Ontario.  This is a big job 
but I absolutely love every minute of it and most days can’t wait to get to work.”   
 

In addition to this, Dan also owns his own business, an event planning company called 
Day2Knight Events (www.day2knightevents.com), which he established in August 2009.  
He says his interest in event planning began in high school, after watching the movie, The 
Wedding Planner.  “With a passion for helping people and planning events”, Dan thought it 
would be a perfect fit for him.  His choice of career was confirmed in his final year at South, 
after completing a co-op placement with an events team at a local hospital 
foundation.   Since then, Dan has earned his Event Management Certificate from Mount 
Royal University in Calgary, as well as gained two professional designations, IEWP 
(International Event and Wedding Planning Professional) & IWPP (International Wedding 

Planning Professional).  Based on some of the testimonials on his website, it would appear that Dan is very good at what he 
does:  "I think you already know but you are a tremendously generous, compassionate, and gifted person.  Your support, 
enthusiasm, and generous help made me relax and I was so much better able to cope." (A. Watkins - Barefoot Walk 2010) 
 

But Dan’s work commitments extend far beyond his two paying jobs and his volunteer activities for the SCAA.  Dan is currently 
Vice-Chair of the Habitat For Humanity Youth Build Project (habitatlondon.ca) which is a project run by youth in London to 
help build a house on a yearly basis for a family.  Dan is also very involved with volunteer activities at Forest City Community 
Church.     
 

Volunteering is something that Dan says he has loved since he was young: “Back in high school I would volunteer in the library 
and main office so much that when the secretary or librarian would be off sick, I would be pulled from class to take over for the 
day.  I get such a thrill from helping people and making a difference.” 
 

Dan can’t emphasize enough the rewards to be gained from volunteering, and encourages others to get involved, even if it’s 
only for a couple of hours a week:  “No matter what your talents and gifts are, there is something you can do that will make a 
difference.” 
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UPDATE ON SCAA PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES… 

 

85th Anniversary Reunion :  The planning continues ...  85th Anniversary Reunion :  The planning continues ...  85th Anniversary Reunion :  The planning continues ...  85th Anniversary Reunion :  The planning continues ...      
 

There is now a dedicated and enthusiastic group of alumni volunteers meeting monthly to work out the details for South’s 85th 
Anniversary celebrations next May.  Group brainstorming sessions have resulted in a variety of exciting ideas for reunion 
activities: Decade “mini” shows, an ongoing slide show of old school photos, a 1928 style Sunday picnic, and a number of 
“Back-to-Class”  sessions featuring some of the most popular teachers from past years.  Already onboard to “teach” alumni 
classes are Joanne Mayhew, Ian Underhill and Ron Reesor.  We’re also planning an alumni band practice with Sam Wendt 
and a dance demo/workshop with Mary Hamilton & Betty Telford.     
 
As indicated last fall, we know that social media has made keeping in touch with classmates much easier.  We also know that 
nothing can replace the immediacy of face-to-face contact.  We know that you come to reunions to interact directly with former 
classmates and teachers, and we want to provide the best opportunities for that to happen. 
 
As we head into the final year of preparation, many more volunteers will be needed, so PLEASE, if you have any time to spare, 
consider volunteering to help on one of the Reunion sub-committees.   

 
To volunteer, contact Dan Knight at 519-280-8633 or dan@day2knightevents.com  

 

South’s 85th Reunion, May 24-26, 2013 … Plan to be there! 
 

The Gathering on the GreenThe Gathering on the GreenThe Gathering on the GreenThe Gathering on the Green  
 

The Alumni Association will be participating once again in Old South’s annual “Gathering on the Green” on Saturday June 
2nd.  With the future of the “Green” and the Old Normal School somewhat uncertain at the moment, it seems more important 
than ever to participate in such community events.   If you’re in the area, please stop by our display table for a visit.   

LEGEND OF THE PAYMASTER’S GOLD 
 

New Historical Novel by South grad draws on legend of Reservoir Hill treasure 
 
Joyce (Simmons) Shawyer (’57) recently published her second historical novel with a local setting.  (Her first young adult 
novel, Twenty Dollar Reward, was described in the Spring 2009 issue.)  Although Shawyer has lived in St. John’s, NL for 
more than 25 years, she still has many vivid memories of growing up in Byron.  She remembers hearing, as a child, the story of 
a chest of gold that was allegedly lost or buried on Reservoir Hill during the War of 1812.  According to the legend, the money, 
which was lost by a British Paymaster during a skirmish with a group of American soldiers, was never recovered.   
 

In Shawyer’s novel, twins Sam and Eadie Jackson hear about the legend after their family moves into a house on 
Commissioner’s Rd.  Along with a friend, Ben, the three children set out to find the “buried treasure” assisted by a friendly 
librarian, Google searches and maps.  It is a detective/adventure story but the clues are 200 years old! 
 

LEGEND OF THE PAYMASTER’S GOLD was published by Dundurn Press (www.dundurn.com) 

50 Years for Class of 1963! 
 

The Class of 1963 will celebrate its 50th anniversary when South Alumni gather for the school’s 85th, May 24-26, 2013.   
 
Catherine Charlton (‘63) has identified 24 members of her graduating class for whom the SCAA has no contact information.  
With their 50th anniversary fast approaching, she would like some assistance in tracking down these missing grads.   
If you know any of the following alumni, or someone who is a friend or relative who can provide the needed 
information, please contact the SCAA at contact@southalumni.ca or email Catherine directly at crcjhy@sympatico.ca.       

 

Carolyn Askew , Clara Bartel, Barb Brown, Anita Bugara, Bill Campbell, Jane Cumpson, 
Nancy de Carlo, Barb Everette, Bob Fowler, Janet Geleynse, Snedza Gravatis, Sherry 
Hare, Mary Ann Hay, Dorothy Hutchins, John Lapnieks, Dave Logan, Jim Meisner, Mar-
Lynn Morrision, Karen Nichols, Penny Salter, Ron Shill, David Tugender &  Marsha Young  
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Hamlet’s Question?  Not so much...Hamlet’s Question?  Not so much...Hamlet’s Question?  Not so much...Hamlet’s Question?  Not so much...    
 

by Bill Culp ‘66 
 
“Tu-ba or not tu-ba…?”  Was that the question? 
 
When seasoned South music teacher, Joe George (1961 - 72), decided in 
the mid-sixties that he wanted to start a staff band, rookie geography 
teacher Kerry Benson (1965–73) thought it would be a great “social 
opportunity”.  Joe’s only condition, according to Benson, was that “You 
couldn’t play something you did before.”  That meant that the trumpet and 
the trombone were out, since he had played them in the Mitchell town 
band as a teenager. But there was, as it turned out, no choice to be made 
anyway.   
 
“Joe said to me, ‘You’re the tuba player’”, recalls the now retired 
geography teacher.  That was that.  No question.  Nothing Shakespearean 
about it; no “Hamlet moment”. 
 
So Kerry joined the newly formed South staff band as the tuba player.  
While the musical competence of this band may not have been “senior 
band standard”, the enjoyment level was at the top of the chart.   
 
Once, he recalls, fellow teacher, Wally Ewald (1960-83), got his hand 
caught up in his trombone, causing the slide to fall off the instrument and 
to crash onto the stage floor in front of all those assembled in the 
auditorium, making for an audibly memorable moment.  “The members of 
the staff band were young with all sorts of energy.  We’d get together to 
play and party.”  Joe set the tone, literally and figuratively, Kerry recalls.   
 
“I was always interested in music.  I’m not that good, but I like it… Being 
the tuba player is like the guy who changes his own oil.”  With tongue 
firmly lodged in his modest cheek, Kerry Benson likes to reinforce the 
stereotype that tuba players are beer swilling, ne’er do wells.  In fact, the 
tuba is, arguably, the most melodious and sensuous of all instruments.  
Those who play the thing well know that as fact... just ask them! 
 
By 1970, Kerry’s confidence and competence had grown as a tuba player.  
So, when the South band went on a second junket to Europe, Benson 
offered to go as a staff chaperone.  “Joe said to bring the E flat 
sousaphone along.”  Sitting in on rehearsals turned out to be fortuitous.  
When the lead tuba player fell ill in England, Kerry, along with student 
Mike Lutman (’72), constituted the tuba section when the band played in 
Holland, France and Austria.  “It was a good fit,” he says. 
 
For many students, playing a musical instrument ends after high school.  
The same goes for most members of the staff band who moved on to 
teaching assignments elsewhere.  As far as Kerry knows, he’s the only one 
who kept playing after he left South for teaching stints at Clarke Road, 
Lucas and Central.  He retired from teaching in 1993. 
 
As Christmas approached in his retirement year, Kerry Benson went to a 
rehearsal with a group of musicians of “varying capability” who formed a 
once-a-year band to play for a Christmas pageant at St. John the 
Evangelist Anglican Church.  Afterwards, “Ron Webb (‘56) said to come 
out on Tuesday night” and join the London Concert Band.  Benson has 
been with the LCB ever since and has joined two other groups:  the Mocha 
Shrine Historic Concert Band as an associate member, and the Tomato 
Soup Band (that entertained attendees of the South 75th Anniversary 
celebrations).  
 Kerry with fellow musician, Lynne Banfield (‘66) 

Kerry with his tuba 
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The London Concert Band schedules half a dozen concerts every year.  It marked its 40th 
anniversary in 2011 with a concert last spring, entitled “Vintage Virtuosos”, featuring guest 
soloists and a quartet - all over sixty years of age. LCB wanted to celebrate and showcase 
seniors with musical talents who were not members of the band. 
 
Meanwhile, Kerry says, the Mocha Historic Shrine Concert Band will mark its centenary in 
2012.  One of the things he has relished doing for the last half dozen years has been 
playing carols at the Children’s Hospital of Western Ontario with a group of Shrine band 
members on Christmas morning.  In addition, he plays regularly with the Shrine band at 
numerous retirement homes in and around London. 
 
“I want to encourage people (of all ages) to come out to play with a band,” he says.  “Rent 
a horn, buy a mouthpiece and rehearse with good players…  I have a decent sense of 
timing, of setting the beat.  The tuba is part rhythm section and part lower brass section… that (combination) appeals to me.”  
A less modest player would proclaim that the tuba is the core and anchor for any band.  For Kerry Benson, having been 
assigned to playing the tuba has turned out to be the best of decisions. 
 

*** 
 

Teaching geography was also a good call for Benson.  “I was going to take physics at university, but soon changed to 
geology, then added geography later.”  When he graduated from UWO, he joined the air force and was stationed in Portage 
La Prairie in Manitoba.  While “marking time” for three years on the lone prairie, he recalled and reflected on the words of his 
high school French teacher who inspired and encouraged him to think about teaching.  “He was an excellent teacher.  He 
treated me like a person, not a troublesome teenager.” 
 
Treating students like people was Kerry Benson’s teaching credo for 28 years in London, starting at South Collegiate.  He 
says he remembers more South students’ names and faces from the first five years of his career than thereafter.  “I meet 
some (former students) in the strangest places or run into ‘kids’ at various functions.”  Golf tournaments, curling events, 
restaurants and the occasional bar are the places around London for Kerry to exchange a quick greeting or ready smile of 
recognition.   

 
Until being slowed by hip replacement surgery, the geography teacher practised 
what he preached, traveling extensively in Canada, since retirement.  Despite his 
gregariousness, the best trip, he recalls, was a canoe trip in the remote Canadian 
north where he saw more grizzlies than people and thrilled at waking up in full 
daylight at 4 a.m., paddling to the delta of the Mackenzie River from the headwaters 
of the Snake and Peel rivers.  “It was outstanding – the light, the river, everything 
was exciting… great.” 
 
After six days canoeing, the modern-day voyageurs beached on a sandbar and built 
a huge fire contained by river rocks.  “After dinner, Hector (the guide) took the hot 
rocks into a tent.  There we were, a group of seven people who really hardly knew 
each other, together in the Arctic Circle, in a sauna…” in our all togetherness, he 
chortles in reminiscence.  
 

More recent trips have included the Caribbean, Costa Rica, Hong Kong, Thailand, New Zealand, the American Wild West 
and eastern Europe where he boated down the Danube River, no doubt entertaining his fellow mariners by humming, albeit 
modestly, the tuba part to The Blue Danube Waltz.   
 
He adds Port Stanley as one of his favorite ports of call. 
 
A worldly tuba player with a zeal for life and a love of music:  That’s one of South’s more popular and well-liked former 
teachers today.  You could say Kerry Benson is practically joined at the lip to his twenty-pound brass object of affection.  
He’s happy in this arranged marriage - ‘til death do ‘em part.   
 
Tuba or not tuba?  No question.  
 
 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Although Kerry was only at South for 8 years, he was certainly a popular teacher and would be fondly 
remembered, I’m sure, by alumni who attended South during his tenure.   
 

If you have memories of a favourite teacher that you would like to share with alumni, I encourage you to send us a letter or 
email for a future newsletter article.  
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    IN LOCAL NEWS…. 
   
 

 

 
 

 

DAN COLFAX (’62) has retired, after coaching high school basketball for 46 years; that’s after almost 1200 
games on the bench!  Colfax, who continued to coach at Westminster after retiring as a teacher, coached his 
final game in February against  Beal.  While his Wildcats lost to the Raiders, it was an emotional send off, since 
Beal coach, Tony Marcotullio, had been a star player under Colfax in the 1980’s.  During one year in the mid-
nineties, when Colfax was still at Beal, there were five of his former players coaching other high school teams.  
Marcotullio’s esteem is no doubt shared by many:  “He’s the reason why I teach.  He’s the reason why I coach.  
London is losing a great, great man.” 

 
KNUTE DOHNBERG (’65), a vice-president of Royal LePage Commercial in London, achieved the highest commercial 
sales volume for the month of December, 2011.  Knute is also an award winning ski instructor, an SCAA director and a 
member of the 85th Anniversary Reunion organizing committee.  Congratulations, Knute.  

 
TOM PARTALAS (‘71) was one of three men honoured by Pillar Non-profit Network for their dedication “to sharing their 

love of soccer with London’s youth”.  Tom, along with Albert Choy and Fred Benenati, were among three finalists for Pillar’s 
Community Impact Award.  “These three loyal volunteers have been involved in many local soccer associations since the 
1970s. Some of their accomplishments include their help in the creation of the BMO Centre (a soccer and sports facility), 
developing an organized girls' soccer league, and providing the opportunity for youth to play indoor soccer at affordable costs.”  

 
STEVE JAMES (’77) teaches and supervises the 3-week Local Food Skills Program every month at the 
London Training Centre.  The Centre, which opened last January, boasts a 1500 sq. foot commercial kitchen.  
James, a London chef with over 30 years of experience, says the program gives aspiring cooks “a chance to 
see if the food industry appeals to them”.   

 
PAUL PANABAKER (’81), a partner at Davis Martindale Chartered Accountants, was profiled last November in LFP’s 
BIZ Monday.  Panabaker, who always had a business streak, said he “made a lot of money in grade 8” cutting grass and 
shoveling snow in his Old South neighbourhood.  Following an Economics degree, Paul earned his CA with Clarkson Gordon 
in London.  He joined Davis Martindale in 1995.  The firm, which Paul proudly boasts is an independent “made-in-London firm”, 
has grown from a staff of 11 to 50, since 1995. 

 
LISA SHACKLETON (’90) took home the top honour for small business of the year at the Chamber of Commerce 
Business Achievement Awards.  After just three years, the Yoga Shack has become the largest yoga studio in London.    

 
ANDREW McCLENAGHAN (’97) has been profiled before, most recently in last fall’s issue.  Since, however, he has 
been “in the news” three times in the past five months,  another profile is warranted, as far as this editor is concerned.   
Last November, he was featured in a full page story in LFP’s BIZ Monday.  Andrew, the founder and owner of Echidna 
Solutions Corp., a web development company, says he never thought about starting his own business when he was a math/
computer science student at the University of Waterloo.  After graduating in 2002, he spent the next few years picking up work 
wherever he could.  In the summer of 2008, however, he left his duplex in Old South and moved into his own office space at 
207 King Street.  In just three years, Echidna outgrew this space and recently moved into larger quarters at Talbot & King.   
 

On Dec. 1, 2011, Andrew was in the news again, photographed for the LFP with his employees on the 5th annual 
“International Blue Beanie Day”, in support of Web-design standards.   
 

On Jan. 24th an article on the front page “Alphabet app spells London” described a Smartphone app created by Echidna that 
“uses London landmarks to introduce pre-schoolers to the alphabet”.  ‘A’ for example, is for Art at Museum London.  Andrew 
says he uses the app, created for the Child and Youth Network, as a bedtime activity with his own two young children.   
 

Final Note: Alumni will be able to appreciate Andrew’s expertise personally when they register for 
South’s 85th Anniversary Reunion.  With Echidna’s help, online registration will be available for the first 
time.  How exciting is that!   

 
DILLON WAMSLEY (’12) is not quite an alumnus, but close enough to be included here… Dillon 
was invited last December to participate in the International Bowl in Austin, Texas, a game (broadcast 
Feb. 1st) that featured the best under-19 football players in the world.  The game had players from 15 
countries, including 39 Canadians, facing off against the top 50 Americans.  UWO coach, Greg Marshall, 
was back as the coach of the world team.  Dillon said he was “completely caught off guard” by the 
invitation, but very excited… of course!   
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NORA MacRAE IN MEMORIAM  
 

Reading the In Memoriam section of 
Lion's Pride this morning, with its brief 
mention of Nora MacRae's passing, I 
experienced what I suspect is a fairly 
common mixture of feelings on the part 
of obituary readers: sadness and 
remorse.  I learned that she was "the 
sole  member of  South's Art 
Department for 11 years" (1952-63) 
and, just as one develops a respect for 
one's parents through becoming a 
parent oneself, as an art teacher now 
retired from London's largest art 
department (H.B. Beal's program), I can 
imagine how unsupported Nora must 
have felt in her career at South.  But if 
she felt this way, she never showed it.  I 
remember her as a sensitive teacher, 
quiet yet clearly animated by her 
subject matter.   
 

I was in her grade nine class in 1961 
when she took us on a field trip to The 
Central Library and Art Gallery on 
Queen's Ave to see an exhibition of 
Henry Moore's sculpture.  In retrospect, 
I am astonished by her courage in 

single-handedly wrangling thirty grade 
nine students onto the LTC bus and to 
expose their hormone-ravaged minds to 
the most challenging (and anatomically 
shocking) examples of contemporary 
art.  Well, this was beyond courageous- 
this was the undertaking of a hero, and 
Nora accomplished the whole thing 
without once raising her voice. 
 

Art class was the one bright spot in an 
otherwise miserable year for me, and I 
was crestfallen that I couldn't continue 
my art studies at South past grade nine.  
So it was a consolation to receive The 
Eva Bradshaw Memorial Prize for Art (I 
wonder if this award is still given at 
South?) in my grade ten year, a prize 
which included a subscription to 
Canadian Art Magazine.  This award 
meant a great deal to me at the time; it 
was a recognition of ability and a bridge 
of continuity to a possible future.  And 
now that I think of it, it was a gift from 
Nora MacRae, my first art teacher and 
a very fine woman. 
 
TED GOODDEN (‘66) 

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Ted, a well-known 
stained glass artist whose wonderful 
work can be viewed at several locations 
throughout the city, was featured in an 
article in the Summer 2011 issue of 
London Citylife Magazine.  In the 
article, he shared with readers some of 
his “favourites”, one of which was his 
favourite street corner.  Not surprisingly, 
Ted chose the southeast corner of King 
and Ridout, the site of his Great Blue 
Heron sculpture.  Explaining his choice, 
Ted stated: “This may seem self-
serving, but I intend it as a public 
service announcement: the sculpture is 
also a solar clock — our very own 
Stonehenge.  If you stand beneath The 
Great Blue Heron at 1:25 PM on June 
21, you can witness the alignment of 
the coloured shadows cast by the 
heron’s stained glass disc onto an 
engraved granite marker below.” 
 

On another note, readers may be 
interested in seeing Ted's latest exhibit 
at The Art Exchange in Wortley Village 
from March 27th to April14, 2012. 

www.tedgooddenstainedglass.com  

MAIL BOX...   
      Letters and e-mails from alumni               

 

Another Hessel Honour...Another Hessel Honour...Another Hessel Honour...Another Hessel Honour... 
 

TED HESSEL (’53) was the recipient of the 2011 Dr. Ivan Smith Award, Alumni 
Western’s highest honour.  The Fall 2011 issue of the Alumni Gazette describes Ted's 
award as “a fitting tribute”  that acknowledges his “tireless service to Western” as a member 
of the Alumni Association, the ’W’ club and the Senate.  “His advocacy for sport history at 
Western in unsurpassed,” and one of his passions has been finding Mustang artifacts for the 
J.P. Metras Museum.    
Ted, of course, is also a very proud alumnus of South.  Not only is he a graduate, but he 
was also a Phys Ed teacher and coach at South from 1971-76.  He was on the organizing 
committee for the 75th Reunion, and was a regular spectator at Lions’ football games when 
his grandson, Riley McMurray (’08) was on the field.  
As many of you may already know, the Hessel family has been part of life at South for four 
generations, beginning in the 1920’s with Ted's mother, Lenore (McIntyre).   

A Bocking Family Tradition…A Bocking Family Tradition…A Bocking Family Tradition…A Bocking Family Tradition…    
    

Although the family patriarch, Douglas, former Dean of Medicine at UWO, did not go to South, his six 
children all did.   They also all went to UWO, which is why the family was featured in an article in last fall’s 
Alumni Gazette.  Barbara (Bocking) Thompson (’64), the eldest child and only daughter, earned her 
nursing degree, while the next three in the family all became medical doctors like their father: Bruce (’65), 
Ken (’69) and Alan (’71).  Don (‘75) took his degree in Social Work, while the youngest, Bob (’76), studied 
Biology.   
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RECOGNIZE ANYONE IN THIS PHOTO? 
 

The photo above, which appeared in the London Free Press in the winter of 1947, was sent to us by Heather Popham, 
Program Manager for Friends of the Coves Subwatershed Inc.  Board president, Thom McClenaghan (‘55), is certain that a 
number of the children in the photo would have gone to South and is hoping that our alumni may be able to help identify them.  
At the moment, the only person who has been clearly identified is the boy third from the left in the back row: Harold Osborne 
(‘53).  Thinking this may be their last chance to find out the names of some of the others in the photo, the Friends of the Coves 
has asked for our assistance.  So, if you can identify any of the children in this photo, please let us know . 

PLAYING HOCKEY NEAR THE COVES,  1947 

Marie Smibert (‘36) 
 
In last fall’s issue, we reported the death of Marie Smibert, South’s top academic student in the 
class of 1936.  Unfortunately, there wasn't a lot of information in the obituary, but a tribute in 
UWO’s Alumni Gazette (Fall 2011) contained some additional information that is worth sharing 
here. 
 
Marie was also a Dr. Ivan Smith Award winner (See page 9), in recognition of her decades of 
work with the Toronto Chapter of Alumni Western and the Senior Alumni Program.  Marie, the 
first female secondary school principal in Toronto, “was passionate about education, especially 
Canadian history and proper writing.  She was a prominent philanthropic supporter of Western, 
whose endowments “support the Program in Writing, Rhetoric and Professional Communication 
and the Department of History.” She also, according to her friends, wrote wonderful letters that 
touched people deeply — “at once digressive and personal, while being astute and focused.”    
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IN IN IN IN MEMORIAMMEMORIAMMEMORIAMMEMORIAM         

Mildred (Schmidt/Smith)
Kemp (‘27) passed away 
peacefully on Jan. 17, 2012, in 
Stoney Creek, ON, in her 
102nd year.  Predeceased by 
her husband Robert Kemp 
(‘31) in 2009.  Survived by her 
daughter Linda Hutchison, two 
grandchildren and four great 
grandchildren.  Mildred was a 
caring, generous person with 
“an innate gift for hospitality”, 
who could make those around 
her “feel loved and valued”. 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Readers 
may remember that the Fall 
2010  issue featured an article 
celebrating Mildred’s 100th 
birthday, which contained 
excerpts of a story that she 
wrote about her life… when 
she was 98 years old!   

 
J o a n  ( B r e a k s p e a r ) 
Hamilton (’35) passed away 
on Sept. 10, 2011 in St. 
Mary’s, Ontario.  
  
William H. Parsons (’36) 
passed away on January 7, 
2011, in Chichester, England.  
After graduating from South, 
William served overseas in 
WW II, as did his two brothers, 
Conway (‘40) and Robert  
Parsons (’42).  A sister, 
Marjorie (’33), graduated a 
few years earlier.    

Heather Ferguson (‘37) 
passed away on May 4, 2011, 
at the age of 91.  After 
graduating from South, she 
went to work for Bell Canada 
and had a very long and 
successful career. After 
retiring at 55, Heather 
returned to live in London and 
Bayfield.  She is survived by 
her brother, A.R.W. (Bob) 
Ferguson (’39), her sister-in-
law, Margaret (Oram) 
Ferguson (’41) and her sister, 
Margaret (Ferguson) Lee 
(’45). 

    
Sally Jane (Stacey) 
Suchard  (‘50), age 79, 
passed away in London on 
Dec. 29, 2011.  Beloved wife 
of Wes Suchard (‘50), Sally 
will be dearly missed by her 
three children (Susan, Judy &, 
Stuart) and four grandchildren. 
She was an active member of 
Wortley Baptist Church and 
board member of the former 
Ontario Bible College.  She  
enjoyed gardening, tennis and 
bridge, as well as spending 
time at the cottage in Grand 
Bend. 

 
Robert D.W. Scratch  
(‘55) passed away on Nov. 
9th, 2011, in Jacksonville, 
Florida, at age 75.  He is 

survived by his wife, Diane 
(Morton) Scratch (‘55) and 
three children. 
High school buddy, Bob Rix 
(’56) commented on how 
great it had been to get 
together and reminisce with 
“Scratch” at a South Reunion 
a few years ago.  He recalled 
their “fun and interesting 
times”, including “some wild 
rides in Scratch’s ’51 Ford”.   
Another friend remembered 
his “great laugh and equally 
generous smile”. 

 
Rev. Terry Michael Ferris 
(‘59) died suddenly at 
University Hospital, on Dec. 
24, 2011, in his 69th year.  He 
is survived by his wife, 
Rhonda and daughter, Kerry, 
as well as his brother, Patrick  
(‘65) and sister, Kerry Ferris
(’67).  Michael loved the 23 
years he spent living on Baffin 
Island, prior to his return to 
London.  

 
Dr. Donald B. Hayden, 
Ph.D. (‘63) passed away 
peacefully  on Nov. 20, 2011, 
at the age of 66.  Loving father 
of five and grandfather of four.  
Also missed by sister Donna 
(Hayden) Campbell (‘66).  
Don was a Professor Emeritus 
in Biology at the University of 

Western Ontario, where he 
worked from 1967-2009.  In 
addition to being Director and 
CEO of the UWO Research 
Park from 1990-1996, he also 
held leadership positions at 
Western including Associate 
Dean, Faculty of Science, 
from 1979-1984. 

 
Sean Soper (‘03) passed 
away unexpectedly on Dec. 3, 
2011, at the age of 27 at his 
home in Calgary, Alberta. 
Beloved son of Janet Soper, 
Brian Soper and Vickie Tigani, 
and loving brother of Karen 
Soper. He was a loving 
nephew and cousin of many. 
Sean will be sadly missed by 
his many friends and co-
workers in London and 
Calgary. 

Terry Roberts (Staff, 1965-68)  
 

Terry Roberts passed away suddenly, on March 1, 2012, at the age of 76, while 

vacationing in Florida.  Roberts’ career in education spanned 48 years, beginning as 

a teacher and coach, first at Oakridge and then at South.  He went on to become a 

vice-principal (Montcalm), then a principal (A.B. Lucas) and finally the Superintendent 

of Human Resources for the former London Board of Education.  Even after 

retirement, Roberts never lost his passion for public education and served as a 

trustee of the Thames Valley District School Board from Nov. 2000 until his death.  

During his time as a trustee, he served a term as Chair and was a member of eight 

board committees when he died.  In his inaugural address as Board Chair in 2010, he 

stressed the importance of putting principles first: “I don’t care how much you know, 

until I know how much you care”, a statement which became his trademark.  

Education Director, Bill Tucker, paid tribute to Roberts in an article in The Londoner: 

“Terry will be sorely missed as a trustee, as a colleague and as a friend.  He always 

put students first and his commitment to improved learning was second to none.” 

Terry is survived by his wife, Delores, daughter, Julie Scapinello (Staff, 1997-

present) (Paul), son, Steve (Lynnette), and three grandchildren. 
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Support the Alumni Association!   
 

If you enjoy this newsletter and enjoy logging on to the alumni 
website, help us defray some of the costs.  

Become  a sponsor for just $10 a year. 
 
 

_______________________________________________ 
Full Name    Maiden Name 
 
 
Street Name and Number 
 
_______________________________________________ 
City  Province/State  Postal/Zip Code 
 
 

 
_____________________________________________ 
Home Phone       E-mail 
 
 

Graduating year  ______________ 
 

 
Send cheques, payable to the South Collegiate Alumni 
Association, to the mailing address in the box on the 

lower left side of this page.   THANK YOU! 

 

SCAA SCAA SCAA SCAA ANNUAL ANNUAL ANNUAL ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETINGGENERAL MEETINGGENERAL MEETINGGENERAL MEETING    

&&&&    
85th REUNION 85th REUNION 85th REUNION 85th REUNION 

MEETINGMEETINGMEETINGMEETING    
 

Thurs. May 17, 2012 

7:00 PM in the Atrium 
 

 

Every May the Alumni Association holds its 
Annual General Meeting. These meetings are 
an important part of ensuring a strong, stable,  
organization that represents the interests of ALL 
alumni. Every alumnus is invited to attend.  We 
welcome comments on the actions the Alumni 
Association has taken and on its plans for future 
activities.  The 85th Reunion, only a little more 
than a year away, will certainly be an important 
focus of discussion at this May’s meeting.  

 

 

So plan to attend, and bring your friends! 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICEIMPORTANT NOTICEIMPORTANT NOTICEIMPORTANT NOTICE    
 

HOMECOMING HIATUS… 
 

Beginning in 2007, the South Collegiate Alumni 
Association has staged five consecutive 
Homecomings, each in October, and each 
featuring a double-header football event as well 
as a “Tailgate Party”. These events have proven 
to be hugely popular, attracting upwards of 2000 
people in some cases.  
 

Because the school will be celebrating its 85th 
Anniversary, May 24-26, 2013, the Alumni 
Association has chosen to take a hiatus from 
Homecomings – skipping 2012 and 2013 – in 
order to focus on bringing alumni back to the 
school for the May 2013 reunion. 
 

No need for true football fans to feel short-
changed; plans are afoot by the athletic staff to 
once again mount a Thanksgiving weekend 
football double-header next October. 


