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South Collegiate Alumni Association                        

Fall 2009 

 

LIONS’ PRIDE 
 

Virtus Repulsae Nescia Sordidae 

by Connie (Woods) Weir (‘66) 
 
South’s third annual Homecoming was a 
resounding success.  Although we can’t 
boast about above average tempera-
tures this year, the sun did shine 
through the clouds for most of the day 
and attendance was excellent.  Alumni 
of all ages showed up to enjoy the foot-
ball and basketball games, as well as 
the half time and between games enter-
tainment.  The licensed Tailgate Party, 
held for the first time this year on the 
upper parking lot overlooking the foot-
ball field, proved to be very popular – 
definitely a feature worth repeating next 
year. 
 

THE FOOTBALL GAMES…  
There were no losses on the field this 
year.  The Junior team tied their game 
against John Paul II, while the Senior 
Lions trounced their opponents 40 – 0.       
 

A SPECIAL GUEST WITH A SPECIAL 
GIFT…  
Prior to the senior game, South grad 
and football star, Vaughn Martin (’05), 
who now plays with the San Diego 

Chargers, participated in a very special 
ceremony.  As the names of the gradu-
ating players were called out, each one 
ran onto the field carrying a football jer-
sey, which he then presented to his par-
ent(s) lined up at centre field.  This cere-
mony was in honour of the fact that 
Vaughn had donated the money to pur-
chase new uniforms for the entire senior 
team.  Vaughn then accompanied the 
players onto the field for the pre-game 
huddle prior to the opening kick off.   
 

OTHER SPECIAL GUESTS…  
Ernie Whitt, former catcher with the 
Blue Jays and current manager of the 
Canadian National Baseball team, was 
in attendance (photo, lower left).  Lon-
don West MPP, Chris Bentley, also 
showed up (photo, page 2) and even 
gave us a small donation.   South bene-
factor, Matt Giffen (’85), (photos, pages 
2 & 3) not only attended again this year, 
but organized the 1st Annual South Li-
ons Golf Tournament on Friday, Oct. 
9th. (See page 3).  
 

THE ENTERTAINMENT…  
Singer Jordan Boyd (’04) (photo, page 
2) performed the national anthem before 
both football games, as well as singing a 
number for the senior half-time show.  
Elan Dance Arts (photo, page 2) put on 
an impressive display of dance moves 
for the junior half-time show, as well as 
between the games.  Another studio, 
Dance Steps, performed in the gym 
during the girls’ basketball game (See 
story on page 3).  To start off the be-
tween game show, a welcome speech 
was given by South VP, Larissa Grant. 
 

AND THANKS GOES TO…  
Congratulations to the organizing com-
mittee, and especially chair Dan Knight 

(’07), for an incredible effort.  For sev-
eral months, Dan worked tirelessly, 
making all the necessary arrangements 
and contacting local businesses for 
sponsorship or whatever assistance 
they might be willing to provide.  His 
persistence paid off and we were fortu-
nate to secure the sponsorship of six 
businesses: Flight Centre, Wortley 
Roadhouse, Yoga Shack, Hayman 
Construction, Dr. Bauman/Dr. 
Schropp Optometry, and Echidna So-
lutions.   
 

Once again, Jay Menard (’92) provided 
the play-by-play commentary, but new 
this year was the between play music 
and sound effects provided by Mike 
Jubenville, who created the material for 
use at UWO’s football games. Vivid 
Creative Communications designed a 
very professional looking event poster 
and program for us.  Knute Dohnberg 
(’65) also deserves our thanks for his 
efforts in making the Tailgate Party such 
a success this year.      
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS…  
Join us for Homecoming 2010 —
Saturday, October 9th.  If interested in 
being a sponsor or volunteer, contact 
Dan Knight at dan@day2knightevents.

HOMECOMING 2009 
 

Special guests, Vaughn Martin & Ernie Whitt  
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First Annual South Lions Golf Day raises $15,000! 
 

The newly established South Lions Golf Day, designed to raise 
funds for the South Athletic Department, was successfully 
launched  on Oct. 9, 2009.  $15,000 was raised.  
 

Despite the rain, it was a great day at the Forest City Golf and 
CC with special guest Ernie Whitt as host and guest speaker. 
Fun was had by all, with lots of great prizes, including weekend 
trips for two to New York and Vancouver, as well as Raptors 
and Maple Leaf tickets.  
 

The organizers would like to thank main sponsors Scotia 
Capital, ABC Electric, Giffen and Partners and Sportality 
Inc as well as prize donors McManus Motors, Source for 
Sports, Of Courts, The Idylewood Inn, Ceeps  and the 
Wortley Roadhouse for their generous support.  
 

We look forward to next year's event and hope to see an even 
bigger turnout by South supporters to raise money for the 
athletes of South CI.  
 
1984 Senior Football London Conference Champions 
celebrate 25th Anniversary 
 

The Homecoming weekend provided a great opportunity for a 
group of alumni to get together and celebrate their undefeated 
senior football championship season back in 1984. 
 

Led by former South coaches Hank Betkus and Glenn 
MacDonald, they attended a pep rally with current South 
students on the Friday and a 25th celebration dinner Saturday 
night after the Homecoming games. It was a great weekend 
event that allowed the team to renew old friendships and laugh 
about some of the good times at old South.  
 

The team had a lot of fun and together raised money required 
for the fabulous new weight room at South. 
 

Thanks to Hank Betkus for his great dinner speech and we look 
forward to the 50th anniversary dinner in years to come. 

 Matt Giffen (‘85) 

MORE HOMECOMING 

ACTION... 
 

BASKETBALL:  SENIOR GIRLS  vs. 
ALUMNAE ALL STARS 

 
For the first time, a girls basketball game was on the 
Homecoming program, and what an exciting addition it 
was… 
 

In a spirited, hard-fought contest that was close right 
down to the final minute, the South Alumnae Women All-
Stars edged the Senior Lions 49-41. Beth Hardman (‘07) 
and Candice Borrows (‘04) led a balanced scoring attack 
for the Alumnae as all 11 players hit the score sheet. The 
Lions point leaders were Hayley Finn and Sarah Graham. 
 

The enthusiastic crowd of over 100 spectators was also 
treated to a half-time display by a group from London’s  
Dance Steps Studio, choreographed by Nicole Hugel.  
 

Pete Telford (Staff 1978-98), SCAA President 
 

Alumnae Women All-Stars 
Front (L to R): Victoria Scott (22), Deena Kurilsky (20), Charlene Lampman 
(15), Hilary Brent (34), Jolene Manz (13)  and Shannon Sengbusch (14) 
Back (L to R): Jennifer Bull,  Beth Hardman (12)  Alisha Cuming, Candice 
Borrows, and Natalie Kitchener   

(L to R) Andrew McGregor (‘85), Brock MacLean (‘85), Ernie Whitt, 
Xris Siladis, & Scott Bere (‘85) 

Coaches, Glenn MacDonald & Hank Betkus (standing at left)  
Back row: (L to R)  Andrew McGregor (’85), Matt Giffen (’85), David 
Thomson (’87), John Watson (’85) & Richard Thompson (‘84) 
Front Row: Brock MacLean (’85), John Thomson (’84), Bobby 
Mahoney (’87) &  Peter Huber (‘85) 
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by Connie (Woods) Weir (’66)  

 
If anyone embodies the spirit and tradition of South, it 
is this year’s 75th Anniversary Award winner, Andrea 
Manias.  The school has been a part of her life for 
forty-four years, as a student (1965-70), a teacher 
(1976-2009), an SCAA director (2005 - present), and 
also as a proud parent.  All four of Andrea’s children 
are South grads: Mark (’01), Laura (’03), Stephanie 
(’04), and Rebecca (’06).   
 
While I have known Andrea only in her capacity as an 
SCAA director, four members of the current executive 
have known her as a math teacher and two as a 
teaching colleague and parent.  In every capacity, 
Andrea’s contributions “to making South a quality 
school” are exemplary, making her a most worthy 
recipient of this award. 
 
As her retirement date last June drew closer, her colleagues clearly felt she should be honoured in a special way.  Her 
nominators described her as “a great teacher and member of the South community”, a teacher who developed ”new and 
truly engaging classes for both academic and applied classes”.  As Mathematics Department Head, she was “very 
supportive of her students and fellow teachers”, always willing to “help and encourage department members to 
improve themselves”. 
 
Outside of the classroom, Andrea contributed to South “in many quiet ways”.  She worked behind the scenes on many of 
South’s successful school shows.  She also worked tirelessly as chair of the Student Awards Committee, helped organize 
numerous Commencements and served on the school’s Social Committee.    
 
Beyond the school, Andrea contributes to the community through her church and musical involvements.  She is a “good role 
model, keeping a healthy balance between work, life and family”.  
 
As a student, teacher, parent and SCAA director, “Andrea has lived, breathed and worked in the Old South community 
her entire life.” 

75757575thththth Anniversary Award Winner: Andrea (Fewster) Manias Anniversary Award Winner: Andrea (Fewster) Manias Anniversary Award Winner: Andrea (Fewster) Manias Anniversary Award Winner: Andrea (Fewster) Manias    

LSCI… OUR NAME IS BACK!!!  
 

In case you didn’t notice, the newsletter masthead no longer 
says “South Secondary School Alumni Association”.  That’s 
right, folks, we have our name back.  We are now once again 
London South Collegiate Institute… the name most alumni 
have never stopped using. 

 
As reported in the spring issue, the Alumni Association had 
received the approval of the School Council, Students’ Council 
and South staff to submit a proposal to the Board, requesting the 
restoration of our school’s original name.  And we were 
successful.  So after 45 years of enduring the initials SSS, we 
are once again the good ol’ SCI ! 

 
In a Free Press article of June 24/09, SCAA president, Pete Telford explained the key arguments used to secure the Board’s 
approval.  After the amalgamation of the four former boards into the TVDSB, the idea of standardized names no longer 
applied, since “collegiates” in St. Thomas and Woodstock had been allowed to keep their names.  Besides, as Pete noted, “the 
students have always referred to it as South Collegiate.  The students who had never known the school by that name are still, 
several generations later, calling it that.” 
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CommencementCommencementCommencementCommencement    
    “Pomp and Circumstance” was heard once again as South honoured 178 students on Thursday, October 8, 2009 at the 
annual Commencement Ceremony. 19 of these students were presented with an Alumni Award for earning a minimum 
average of 90% in six Grade 12 courses.  This group included two individuals tied for Scholar of the Year, Dane Dagenais 
and Michael Weingert.  (See thank you letter, page 7).  Jordan McCoskey was selected by his peers to be the winner of the 
South Anniversary Award, an award also sponsored by SCAA.  Mrs. Andrea (Fewster) Manias (‘70), an SCAA director, 
represented the Association to present these awards and to welcome all graduates to membership in it.  (The new grads 
were each asked to fill out a registration sheet with their contact information for the alumni database.)   
The valedictorian was Genevieve Melito, and she has agreed to be the SCAA class representative for the class of 2009.  
Congratulations, Grads! 

 

Successful Grad Speaks to StudentsSuccessful Grad Speaks to StudentsSuccessful Grad Speaks to StudentsSuccessful Grad Speaks to Students    
 

On Friday, October 2nd, former Students’ Council President, Shuman 
Ghosemajumder (’92), came back to London to be honoured at UWO’s 
Homecoming with an Alumni Award of Merit.  While he was in town, he 
agreed to come back to South to speak to some of the current students 
about his experiences working in California with Google, where he has 
worked since 2003 in the product management department.   
 

Since graduating from South, Shuman has achieved a number of 
academic and career accomplishments, including graduating from 
Western and MIT, working for IBM and even founding a Canadian 
software development firm.  Shuman has also been very supportive of 
South.  He made a significant contribution to the Students’ Council 
Photo Restoration Project displayed in the cafeteria.  Most recently, he 
was a sponsor for Homecoming 2009.   
Our thanks, Shuman. 
 
    

    

    

‘84 Football Champs Visit School‘84 Football Champs Visit School‘84 Football Champs Visit School‘84 Football Champs Visit School    
On Friday, October 9th, members of the 1984 South Lions Senior Football Team, who were the 
city champions that year, gathered at South.  An assembly was held for senior grades, who 
paid tribute to the team, who celebrated the 25th Anniversary of their win with a fundraising golf 
tournament for the school's athletic program. The team has also donated the funds and labour 
to totally refit our fitness center. Current South students expressed their appreciation with 
cheers and applause throughout the assembly.  
 
(For a personal perspective, see the letter from Evan Jones, one of the ’84 championship team members, on page 7.) 

SCHOOL NEWS… Here and Now  

 

NEW BOOK ON SOUTH HALL OF FAMER 
 
Charles A. Ruud, Professor of History at the University of Western Ontario and the author of 
several books on Russia, including Fontanka 16: The Tsar’s Secret Police, has just released his 
latest work, The Constant Diplomat. 
The subject of this book is South’s Robert Ford (Class of 1933), who was Canada’s longest-
serving Ambassador to the USSR.  
The multi-talented Ford, also an acclaimed poet, donated a significant collection of photos and 
publications to South on the occasion of his induction into the South Collegiate Hall of Fame 
in 1994. 
Professor Ruud has drawn a number of photos from the South archives for the “Illustrations” 
section of this book (published 2009 by McGill-Queen’s University Press) . 
 
 

Pete Telford (Staff 1978-98), SCAA President 
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    IN LOCAL NEWS…. 
   

 

 
DR. JO SHAWYER (grad year unknown) was featured in James Reaney’s LFP column “My London” on July 16/09.  
Although she moved to Newfoundland in 1985, her ties to London have remained strong and she recently published a book 
entitled Twenty Dollar Reward, an historical novel for children, inspired by the true story of an infant abandoned on an Arva 
doorstep in 1858.  The story centers around 12-year old Sarah’s search for her birth mother in the London area in 1870.  It is 
available to educators through its publisher, Scholastic Books. 
Jo is a multi-talented individual who has enjoyed an illustrious career, as a geography professor at Memorial University in St. 
John’s, curator of the Newfoundland Museum, artist (a set of her floral design note cards can be seen online) and Scottish 
country dancer (she and husband Bruce even designed a dance entitled “Cape Spear”).   Thirty years ago, when they were still 
living in London, Shawyer wrote a history of the Broughdale area of north London: Broughdale: Looking for its Past and the 
couple were honoured by the Urban League of London with a Green Umbrella Award for their community involvement. 

 
TED GOODDEN (‘66) was in the news again recently.  An article on the front page of  the Free Press (Oct. 24) described 
his unique artwork to be installed at the new Renaissance apartment building at Ridout and King streets.  A half-ton sculpture 
of a great blue heron will be attached to the side of the building four meters above the sidewalk.  Made of tubular steel, with a 
large circle of stained glass adorning one wing, Ted describes the giant heron as a direct link to the nearby Thames River, thus 
connecting the building with the city’s geography, as well as its tradition and history. 

 
KIRTLEY JARVIS (’71), a London textile artist and artist-in-residence at the Elgin County Museum in St. Thomas, is 
featured in an exhibit entitled Kirtley Jarvis: New Work.  Kirtley’s mixed media work was inspired by her “year-long 
experience immersed with the people, places and events represented by the museum’s collections”.  She has used artifacts 
and archival material to create “embroidered and photographic collages”.  Her work, on display until February 20, 2010, 
complements a quilting show entitled “Signature Quilts: Community Patterns”, which has 20 quilts from the 1890’s to the 
1960’s that include the signatures of hundreds of local people. 

 
BILL MERRYLEES (‘82), a superintendent, with the London Police Department was event chair of the 4th annual 
London Police Charity Golf Classic in early September, in which over 300 golfers raised $100,000 for the 2010 Special 
Olympics Canada Summer games. 

 
MEGHAN ANDERSON (’01), owner of The Chef’s Hat Catering Company was featured in the March ’09 issue of 
Business London magazine.  Since her grand opening in October 2006, Meghan has worked hard to develop a highly 
successful catering business, the only one in London that specializes in last minute catering services and that has a complete 
on-line ordering system.  Chef’s Hat also offers a full vegetarian and vegan menu.  Although specializing in corporate catering, 
Meghan also does special event catering.  Check out her website for more info: www.thechefshat.ca. 

 
VAUGHN MARTIN (’05) has had a rather meteoric rise in the football world in the four years since graduating from 
South.  An article in the Free Press last April 27th announced that Martin, a 6’ 4” 300+ pound lineman with the UWO Mustangs 
had been selected by the San Diego Chargers in an early fourth round pick.  A second article appeared later last spring, after 
Vaughn had successfully completed training camp, becoming the first South grad to ever play on an NFL team.  In this article, 
the San Diego quarterback said Vaughn was fitting in well: “He has such a great attitude and personality.”  While Vaughn 
himself says he is still on a very steep learning curve, he says he takes “pride in having to work hard and taking the road less 
travelled”.   
Martin, a native of Jamaica, came to Canada when he was 9.  After playing soccer and cricket as a child, he didn’t start playing 
competitive football until grade 10.  Now, at 23, he’s playing in the NFL…a pretty impressive achievement. 

 
DAN KNIGHT (’07), the SCAA director who has been our Homecoming Chair for the past two years, has started his own 
event planning company: Day 2 Knight Events.   Dan’s such a dedicated, hardworking guy and we wish him all the best in his 
first entrepreneurial effort!  www.day2knightevents.com. 

 
KALEN CHARLES-DUNNE (‘09), 18, who describes himself as a ”rapper, a music aficionado and a movie buff” (LFP, 
Sept. 22/09) applied and hoped to earn one of  the prized 16 finalist spots in Much Music’s latest VJ search.   Although he 
didn’t make it to the top 16, Kalen has handled  the disappointment well and continues to play with his band The Infantry and 
post his own music videos on YouTube.   Recent South grads may remember Kalen playing at the school with his former band, 
Tear Apart Midnight.   
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GREETINGS FROM 
CALGARY 
 

My congratulations to editor 
Connie Weir and to her 
many contributors for 
yet another splendid edition 
of Lion's Pride.   There are 
usually a few familiar names 
in each issue and the current 
one is no exception.    
Brock Rachar’s  ( ’46) 
comments respecting Mr. 
Calvert and Mr. Burns, and 
Gord Winder's references to 
Miss McCamus, Miss 
MacFar lane  and Mr . 
Byles were read with no little 
nostalgia.  (I also played 
second trumpet, Gord, not as 
well as I might have, I regret 
to say). 
 

The decision by the London 
Board to change South's 
name seems to me to be just 
another case of change for 
the sake of change.  I wish 
every success to those 
involved in the proposed 
application for restoration of 
the original name. 
 

Alan (Al) Hiles (‘43) 

 
THE TOTENS: an early 
South family 
 

We received your recent 
copy of Lions’ Pride and 
thank you for same.  My 
wife, Winifred (Toten) (’44) 
is a resident of the Dearness 
Home on Wellington Rd., 
having Parkinson’s disease, 
and only occasionally can 
she partially enjoy your 
publication.  Her brother, 
Kenneth (Toten) (’28), who 
died last year in his 90’s, 
was one of the original 
students of “South”, having 
attended class before the 
building was completed.  Her 
brother Jack (’35) went 
through army service and 
then the Bank of Montreal 
and eventually became a 

vice-president.  He resides in 
Oakville, having reached 90 
years last year.   
I never attended South but 
was friends with and 
acquainted with a large 
number of (South) students 
during the late 1930’s.  
 

Alan G. Whitfield 

 
THANKS, PETE 
 

(re Pete Telford’s article on 
Lillian Park ‘28) 
 
Just a short note to say how 
much my Mother appreciated 
the article about her in the   
recent (spring) issue of 
Lions' Pride. She really was  
delighted to read about 
herself.  Thank you so much 
for taking the time and 
making the effort to visit her. 
You did an excellent job of 
organizing the information 
that she gave you.  Also, the 
photo was very good. 
Congratulations on the whole 
issue.  I have enjoyed 

reading it all.  
 

Bob Coates (’55) 

 
SOME MORE NOTES OF 
APPRECIATION 
 
 

Thanks for the wonderful 
newsletters – a great way to 
keep us in touch.  Keep up 
the good work.  We 
appreciate all you are doing. 
 

Dorothy (Cole) (’55) and 
Vic Woolley (’57) 

 
It is always a treat to receive 
Lions’ Pride, to learn of 
events both new and old, but 
particularly events and 
letters from the 40’s.  A big 
task, I know, but very well 
received from the wilds of 
Vancouver Island.  Thank 

you. 
 

Pete Giles (’51) 

After finally having gotten the 
opportunity to read Connie’s 
latest (spring) newsletter 
from cover to cover, I would 
just like to publicly thank her 
for all the many hours she 
must have spent putting it 
together.  It was interesting, 
informative, and somewhat 
nostalgic - just like an alumni 
publication should be. 
Congratulations Connie on a 
job well done.  Your great 
e f f o r t s  a r e  m u c h 
appreciated. 
 

Knute Dohnberg (’65)  

 
PART OF SOMETHING 
SPECIAL...  
 

Matt Giffen summed it up at 
Homecoming 2007, in his 
dedication speech for the 
new field and clock that 
b e a r  t h e  n a m e  o f 
his father:      "We all knew 
we were a part of something 
special". 

 

Never was this so apparent 
to me as it was when I had 
the privilege of experiencing 
t h e  S o u t h  L i o n s ' 
homecoming and reunion 
he ld  recen t l y  dur ing 
Thanksgiving weekend. 
To be able to see the sons of 
former teammates  do battle 
and bond on the same 
field that their fathers, myself 
an d  o the rs  d i d ,  i s 
something I am grateful to 

have experienced.  
 

The "PRIDE" shown by old 
and new generations of 
Lions, as they cheered the 
teams on, was contagious. 
The  jerseys donated by  
Vaughan Martin,  the charity 
golf tournament and so many 
other things  were all done to 
show the next generation of 
South students how truly 
special  they are to 
be SOUTH LIONS.  

 

I now have many more 

memories to add to those 
special ones from the 
past.    Twenty years ago I 
never would have believed  I 
would be playing in a rain-
s o a k e d  c h a r i t y  g o l f 
tournament or  be listening to 
Hank (Mr. Betkus) or Mac 
(Mr MacDonald) speak about 
what those teams meant to 
them.  I certainly would not 
have believed that Ernie 
Whitt would want to teach 
me the Texas SLIDER!!! 
It's a dance, not a 
pitch!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 

So to all those students, 
teachers, alumni and others 
who once again showed me 
that there is something 
special about being a part 
of  SOUTH COLLEGIATE 
INSTITUTE... 

 

THANK YOU  

 

Evan Jones (‘84)...  
a proud member of the 
Pride 
 
 

 

FROM A NEW GRAD...  
 

I would like to thank you very 
much for your generous 
donations towards the 
Scholar of the Year and 
Alumni  Awards.  These 
donations were greatly 
appreciated.  These awards 
cap my fond memories of 
South Collegiate Institute.  
As a now alumnus, thank 
you for your generosity. 
 

Michael Weingert (‘09) 
 

MAIL BOX...   
      Letters and e-mails from alumni               
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WHO’S WHEREWHO’S WHEREWHO’S WHEREWHO’S WHERE    
    

Let us know where you are and what you are doing.   
E-mail your update to contact@southalumni.ca, or mail to SCAA, 371 Tecumseh Ave. E. London, ON, N6C 1T4. 
 

Verna (Prior) Ewer (‘37) celebrated her 90th birthday with family and friends at an Open House on Sept. 19/09 in the 

Wesley Knox United Church parlour.  Congratulations, Verna, on reaching this milestone! 
 

Landon (Mackenzie) Pearson (‘47) is a Canadian senator, as well as adjunct professor at Carleton University and 
Director of the Landon Pearson Centre for the Study of Children’s Rights.  Daughter, Hilary was awarded the degree of 
Honorary Doctor of Laws by Carleton last June “in recognition of an outstanding contribution in social investment, in 
philanthropic leadership and for a stellar career in public, private and not-for-profit organizations”. 
 

Chris Atkinson (‘84) pursued a career in education on the west coast and for a number of years has been the principal of 
Templeton Secondary School in Vancouver. 
 

When Andy Robinson (’96) was still a student at South, he won an award for a film he produced on Canada’s military 
history.  Since graduating, he has been making a name for himself in the film industry in Britain.  As Senior Film Compositor at 
Cinesite London (UK) Andy was compositing supervisor on the 2009 film Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, and is 
currently working on the 2010 release Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, Part I.  In addition he was compositing supervisor 
for the Emmy-nominated HBO miniseries Into the Storm. 
 

South student Jessie Read was honoured  by the Ontario Secondary School Teachers Federation at a celebration of “Grade 
10 students who have made outstanding contributions to their school life and community”.  Jessie, who is the daughter of 

Mary-Janet Ross (’81) joined fellow award-winners from each of the high schools in the Thames Valley at a special 
presentation night this past June. 

UPDATE ON SCAA PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES… 

 

The Beautification Project   
 

Forty students from Fanshawe College’s School of Art and Design spent a day at South in mid-October, 
studying the north and west exteriors of the school as Step #1 in a long-range “beautification project”. 
Under the direction of Professor Sylvia Behr, this group will produce – as their major study project for the 
year – a number of different proposals for the development of the outside functions and appearance of the 
school.  The Alumni Association, which initiated this process, will play the lead role in the selection of the 
final proposal and in the organization of the work and financing which will be needed to carry it forward. 
The detailed student work will take place in January and February. Any South alumni who may have ideas 
for exterior development should contact the Alumni Executive (contact@southalumni.ca) .       

 

The Gathering on the Green  
 

On June 6/09, the SCAA participated for the first time in Old South’s annual “Gathering on the Green”.  Held every year on the 
first Saturday in June, it is an event that usually draws a huge crowd from the neighbourhood, and this year’s event was no 
different.  We estimated that between 100 and 200 people stopped by our display table throughout the day.  Thirty-seven of 
those were alumni we’d lost track of, who filled out information sheets so we could update their information in our database.  
Eight 75th Anniversary books were sold and seven old yearbooks were given away.  A few made donations, while others 
shared South stories.  One man donated two South hockey sweaters worn by his daughter, Paige LaMarra (’08) when she 
played goal for the girls hockey team.   Next year’s event will be on Saturday, June 5th.  The SCAA plans to be there. 

 

85th Anniversary Reunion – 2013 
 

It’s hard to believe it but South is turning 85 in a few short years. That being said, it’s time to start thinking about and planning 
this big celebration. If you are interested in being on the 85th anniversary planning committee, which will start meeting in May 
2010, please contact Dan Knight – Project Manager at dan@day2knightevents.com.  
 

Announcement: The SCAA would like to officially welcome Summer (Jones) Burton (‘92) as a new director.  

Summer generously agreed to fill a vacant position on the executive until the next election in 2011.  
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IN IN IN IN MEMORIAMMEMORIAMMEMORIAMMEMORIAM         

L i l l i a n  ( S p e t t i g u e ) 
(Coates) PARK (’28), 
believed to be South’s oldest 
living graduate (featured in 
last spring’s issue), passed 
away July 26/09 in her 100th 
year.  After four years at the 
old Victoria PS, Lillian and her 
classmates moved into the 
new building at Tecumseh and 
Belgrave in the spring of 1928, 
just prior to graduation.  At the 
time of her death, Lillian was 
living next door to her one 
surviving sister, Eunice 
Spettigue (’33) at McGarrell 
Place Nursing Home in north 
London.  (See item below).  
P r e d e c e a s e d  b y  t w o 
husbands and one son (Ken), 
Lillian is survived by three 
sons - Bob (’54), Don & Paul 
Coates, one stepdaughter and 
many grandchildren and great 
grandchildren.   

 
I s o b e l  ( H o l m e s ) 
SKINNER (‘31), another of 
S o u t h ’ s  m o s t  s e n i o r 
graduates, passed away last 
summer at the age of 96.  
Isobel was for many years the 
manager of the Wendell 
Holmes Bookshop in the 
Oakridge Mall, and was also a 
long-serving vocalist with the 
Gordon Jeffrey Singers.  

 
Eunice SPETTIGUE (’33) 
passed away less than three 
months after her sister, Lillian 
Park (’28), on Oct. 10/09 at 
age 95.  She was a life long 
member of Calvary United 
Church, where she began a 
nursery school program and 
led a CGIT group for many 
years.   

 
Robert John GOLE (’34) 
passed away Feb. 20/09 in 
Victoria, BC.  His family 
describe him as a beautiful 
person with a great sense of 
humour “who truly loved life”.  
Dearly missed by daughters  
Kathryn LeCorre of Prince 

George, BC, and Judy 
Tomlinson, of North Saanich, 
BC, as well as by his beloved 
grandchildren.  

 
John WINDER (’36) 
passed away Sept. 22/09, age 
90.  After graduating form the 
UWO medical school, John 
served overseas in the 
Canadian Army Medical 
Corps.  After the war he 
returned to London where he 

was a family physician for 
over 60 years.  He also served 
for many years as Medical 
Director of London Life 
Insurance Co.  Predeceased 
by his wife, Maude, and only 
son, Steven, John is survived 
by his brother Gordon (’41), 
five daughters and twelve 
grandchildren. 

 
M a r i o n  ( B a r r e t t ) 

FARRELL (’40), a lifelong 
London resident, passed away 
on May 16/09 in her 89th year.  
Loved and missed by 
daughter Cathy (’76), son 
David (’76) and grandsons 
D a l e  a n d  D e r r i c k .  
Predeceased by her brother, 
G e o r g e ,  a n d  s i s t e r , 
Rosemary McElhiney (’42). 

  
Michael Talbot DILLON 
(’43) passed away Sept. 
16/09 at age 83.  A medical 
doctor with a distinguished 
career, Michael served in the 
Medical Corps Militia (1953-
68), was president of the 
Defence Medical Association 
(1973), president of the 
Medical Staff at St Joseph’s 

and Parkwood Hospitals 
(1979), and president of the 
London and District Academy 
of Medicine (1982).  A family 
physician in East London for 
thirty years, Michael was also 
a faculty member at UWO 
medical school.  Loved and 
admired for his kindness, 
compassion and loyalty to 
family and friends, he is 
survived by  three sons – Tim 
(’79), Kirk (’80) and David 
(’82) and five grandchildren. 

  
D o n a l d  G e o r g e 
MARSHALL (’44) passed 
away in London on Sept. 
26/09, age 83.  After 
graduating from UWO’s 
medical school in 1949, Don 
did post-graduate training in 
Toronto, England and the US 
before returning to London, 
where he practised and taught 
pediatric and general surgery 
for over 35 years.  Survived by 
sons Andrew (’75) and Paul 
(’80), daughter Nancy Moore 
(’78), eleven grandchildren, 
and siblings Betty Lumsden, 
Dorothy Wills, Dan Marshall 
(’49) and Jim Marshall (’56).  

 
Ted E. ROWE (’48) passed 
away April 9/09 at LHSC.  
Beloved husband of Joan 
(Anderson) (’47), and father 
of David (’78) and his wife 
Linda (Sodawater) (’78), 
Paul (’80), and Steve (’81), all 
of London.    Survived also by 
four grandsons and his 
brother Robert (’43) of 
Calgary.  Ted was a life 
member of the Optimist Club 
of Downtown London and a 
dedicated coach of youth 
baseball and hockey teams. 

 
Donna (Darling) HALL 
(’48) passed away Aug. 
11/09, age 79.  Beloved wife 
of the late Vic Hall (’46), and 
loving mother of Kim 
Jovichevich (’72), Barb Park 
(’74) and Kelly Hall-
Matthews (’79).  Dear sister 

o f  Barbara (Dar l ing) 
Simmons (’52) and mother-
in-law of Larry Park (’74).  
Remembered for her warm 
smile, compassion for others 
and her sense of humour. 

 
Irene (Inch) SCHULTZ 
(’55) passed away Aug. 6/09 
at Victoria Hospital, age 71.  
Survived by two brothers, 
Martin (wife, Millie) and Alvin 
Inch, two nieces and a 
nephew. 

 
Mary Jayne (Blakely) 
COLLINS (’59), SCAA rep 
for the class of ’59, passed 
a w a y  J u n e  1 4 / 0 9 .  
Predeceased by her husband, 
Jim (’59). (See page 9 of the 
spring ’08 issue on the SCAA 
website.)  Mary Jayne & Jim, 
along with friend and 
classmate, Rosalyn (Murray) 
Graham, were the key 
organizers of the very 
successful “9C” Reunion in 
September 2005.  (See “A 
Gathering of Guinea Pigs”, 
cover of Fall ’05 issue).  Mary 
Jayne will be sadly missed by 
son Jeff (Corinne), daughter 
Sarah, and granddaughters, 

Avery & Ainsley.  

 
Russell Francis POPE 
passed away suddenly on 
June 19/09.  Although officially 
a Westminster grad, he did 
spend his grade 9 year at 
South.  Brother of Susan 
(Pope) Smythe (’71) and 
Bruce Pope (’75).  Greatly 
missed by family and friends 
for his outgoing personality, 
sense of humour and love for 
his family.        

 
Joanne DI CICCO (Staff), 
a teacher at South in the 
1990’s and a resident of 
Wortley Village, passed away 
suddenly on Oct. 25/09 in her 
60th year.  Survived by her 
two sisters and several nieces 
and nephews. 
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South Collegiate Alumni Association.  Content 
copyright  @ 2009. 
 
SCAA PRESIDENT: Pete Telford 
 
EDITOR & GRAPHIC DESIGNER: Connie Weir 
 
SCAA   
c/o South Secondary School 
371 Tecumseh Avenue East 
London, Ontario 
N6C 1T4 
 
Tel. (519) 452-2860 
Fax (519) 452-2879 
 
E-mail: contact@southalumni.ca 
 
Website: www.southalumni.ca 

 

Support the Alumni Association!   
 

If you enjoy this newsletter and enjoy logging on to the alumni 
website, help us defray some of the costs.  

Become  a sponsor for just $10 a year. 
 
 

_______________________________________________ 
Full Name                                               Maiden Name 
 
 
Street Name and Number 
 
_______________________________________________ 
City                   Province/State              Postal/Zip Code 
 
 

 
_____________________________________________ 
Home Phone                      E-mail 
 
 

Graduating year  ______________ 
 

 
Send cheques, payable to the South Collegiate Alumni 
Association, to the mailing address in the box on the 

lower left side of this page.   THANK YOU! 

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 
 

This is my 9th issue of Lions’ Pride.  For the most part, it has 
been a labour of love.  I have learned so much, not only 
about some of the incredible people who have been a part 
of South’s story, but also about the more technical aspects 
of putting together a publication like this.  It has also been 
very gratifying to receive your positive feedback and notes 
of appreciation.  It means a lot. 
 

I hope that I am able to continue as editor for a few more 
years, but as demands on my time have increased, I am 
looking for some more assistance from you.  If you enjoy 
writing and have an idea for an article, please put something 
together and send it to me. Even if it’s only the “bare bones” 
of an article, I can revise and edit as needed for publication.  
If you don’t enjoy writing but have a good idea, then get as 
many of the pertinent details as you can and send me some 
point form notes.  At the moment, I am doing a good portion 
of both the research and the writing, as well as all of the 
editing and design work.  As interesting as it is, it’s still a lot 
of work.  By helping with some of the info-gathering and/or 
writing, you will make my job as editor less time consuming.  
 

On that note, I am inviting all readers to think back over their 
time at South and to share a favourite memory.  Tell me 
about your best experience or most embarrassing one, a 
special teacher or a memorable classmate.  I would like, for 
example, to do a piece on South’s first and longest serving 
principal, T.H.S. (“Tish”) Graham, and would ask senior 
alumni with a clear memory of him to send something in.   
 

With your participation, Lions’ Pride can be better than ever! 
 

Connie Weir (contact@southalumni.ca) 

 

“Old South News” 
 

by Pete Telford (Staff 1978-98), SCAA President 
 
Jean and Ken Ramer (’70), whose monthly publication Old 
South News has faithfully supported and reported Alumni 
Association activities over the past several years, will be 
featuring some articles highlighting South’s past in 
forthcoming issues. 
 

In the November (2009) issue, as a Remembrance Day 
tribute, one of the sixty-three men from SCI who lost their 
lives in World War II will be honoured in a story on page 1. 
 

South grad Todd Gamble (‘95) who teaches the Academy 
History Class at South these days, has devised a study-
project which challenges current grade 10 students to 
research the background and careers of a number of men 
and women who were educated at South and have gone on 
to achieve acclaim for their achievements in later life. Seven 
of these studies are slated to appear in future issues of Old 
South News. 
 

Editor’s Note: Ken, Jean and their son, Mike, also a South 
grad (2001) are sales representatives for Royal LePage 
Realty (www.RamerHomes.com) (ramer@royallepage.
ca).  Ken and Jean, who still live and do most of their work 
in old South, have a clear interest in both the history and the 
future development of this community.   


