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Virtus Repulsae Nescia Sordidae 

by Connie (Woods) Weir (‘66) 

It is more than two years since the publication of Knowing No Defeat and only a few of the 300 copies that were printed remain to 
be sold.  The response to the book has been very gratifying, making the volunteer hours (too many to count) that were put into its 
creation more than worthwhile. Of all the responses we have received, the most gratifying were from those with a strong emotional 
connection.  Last spring, we received an email from Christopher Hugh Reilley, the only son of Hugh William Reilley, requesting 
that a copy of our book be mailed to him in the UK.  Later, when I emailed Christopher, to make sure he had received the book, he 
replied that he had enjoyed the book so much that he had ordered a second copy for his son.  He also shared with me the link to 
the website he created in his father’s honour.  As I said… very gratifying.  That’s why I thought it would be a fitting tribute, not just to 
Christopher’s father but to all of South’s 57 WW II war dead, to include Hugh’s profile as this fall’s cover story.         

HUGH REILLEY (1918-1940) 

Hugh William Reilley was a “man on the move” throughout his short life of 22 years. 
His time at South Collegiate (1932-1938) probably marked his longest period of stability. 
Born in London to a Scottish born mother (Annie Miller) and an American father, Hugh 
was back-and-forth between Detroit and London in his early years. In 1928, the family 
moved back to London into a house at 20 Mackinnon Place and 10 year-old Hugh began 
attending Tecumseh Public School. Not long after, however, his father left the family and 
returned to Detroit. His mother, ill with tuberculosis, died less than two years later and 
Hugh went to live with his uncle and aunt, John & Rosina Miller and their sons Jack  and 
Herbert at 186 Base Line Road.  (at right) 

At South Collegiate, Hugh was an enthusiastic athlete, playing Rugby and excelling at 
tennis. Regarded by friends as a “popular, funny, and 
all around nice guy”, he developed an especially 
close friendship with his classmate Bert Buchanan.   

After graduation, Hugh took some casual jobs 
(caddying at Highland Golf Club, and working a short 
stint at the London Winery) until Bert convinced him 
to set off for England in the spring of 1939. Bert had 
learned to fly at the Lambeth Air Field and suggested 
that the two of them go overseas and join the Royal 
Air Force. On May 17, 1939, the two left Montreal for 
London, England. There they became separated. 
Bert already had his pilot’s licence and joined a 
Coastal Command unit, while Hugh began training at 
Jesus College, Cambridge.  Following flight training 
in Bristol, Hugh went on to advanced training at 
Yatesbury and Brize Norton where he qualified by 
August 1940. The “Battle of Britain” was now on, and 
on September 15th, Hugh joined 66 Squadron at RAF 
Gravesend (in Kent, east of London) – a Spitfire 
squadron which engaged the German Luftwaffe on a 
daily basis over southern England.   

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM…  

1934 JUNIOR RUGBY TEAM 
Hugh Reilley  (middle row, 2nd from le  

Bert Buchanan  (front row, far le )  &  Jack Anderson (front row, 3rd from le ) 
(also WW II casual es) 
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Less than two weeks later, he claimed his first confirmed hit, shooting down an 
attacking German Me.109.  

On leave time, Hugh managed to get to Stornoway House, Lord Beaverbrook’s 
centre in London where many Canadians took a break from the tensions of war. 
He became acquainted with Lady Francis Ryder and a number of leading British 
families. He also met and married Margery (Molly) Fleming, a British girl, on April 
20, 1940. Their son, Christopher Hugh Reilley, was born Sept. 24th, 1940, less 
than a month before Hugh’s death.  

On October 17, 1940, Hugh went out to fight just like every other day. Little did he 
know, it would be his last. He was shot down and killed by German ace, Major 
Werner Molders, in combat over Sevenoaks, just over a month after joining 66 
Squadron. The body of Hugh William Reilley was brought back to Gravesend 
and buried with full military honours. Among the tributes was a floral wreath from 
the people of Gravesend inscribed with the following words: “To a Canadian 
airman who gave his life in the service of the Empire, from the people of 
Gravesend, with profound sympathy and gratitude”. The Mayor wore his chain of 
office and was accompanied by the town clerk. Interment was in Gravesend 
Cemetery, Plot B, Grave 1271.  

In 2006, HRH Prince Charles unveiled the 
Battle of Britain Monument in central London, 
England – a multi-million dollar tribute 
commemorating the 2,936 aircrew involved in 
the “Battle of Britain”, 544 of whom were to lose 
their lives. On the Canadian section of the 
monument is the name of P/O H.W. Reilley. 

On October 17, 2010, on the 70th anniversary 
of his father’s death, Christopher Reilley posted 
his own memoriam message, not only to 
honour his father’s memory, but also to dispel 
the erroneous claim that he had been born in 
Detroit and had illegally obtained a Canadian 
passport in order to enlist in the RAF. With his  
father’s Canadian birth certificate in his 
possession, he declared proudly: “In my eyes 
Hugh was a very brave Canadian to come to 
England to help our forces win the War and 
give his life in so doing.”  
When Hugh was shot down, he was flying Spitfire R6800, normally piloted by his 
squadron leader.  On his blog site, Christopher posted three photos of R6800, one 
of which is pictured below, reportedly taken on the day that Winston Churchill 
visited the Gravesend base in 1940. 

Centrepiece of the Ba le of Britain Monument 

 

(Supermarine) Spi ire R6800 

(Gravesend, UK, 1940) 

Flown by Hugh W. Reilley when he was shot down on Oct. 17, 1940 

(hughwreilley.blogspot.co.uk) 

Hugh & Molly’s wedding, April  1940 

Christopher at his father’s grave in Gravesend 
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SCHOOL NEWS … Here and Now 
 

South Honours New Grads: Commencement 2019 
 

This year, for the first time in over 50 years, South’s Commencement Ceremony took place at the end of the 
school year - June 27th, to be exact.  As usual, the evening was filled with excitement for all in attendance, and once again a 
representative of the SCAA, Norma Evans (staff 2000-2017) was there to participate in the celebration and welcome 127 new 
members to the SCAA.  Eighteen of these new grads were recipients of Alumni Academic Awards for earning an average of at least 
90%, including Evan Burke and Olivia Tuckey. Matthew Davies won the Gold Scholar of the Year Award (sponsored by the SCAA) 
and Jack Dunn won the South Anniversary Award (sponsored by the SCAA), voted on by the graduating students and given to a 
student for participation in sports and other extracurricular activities who has at least an 80% average).  (Note: See Jack’s thank-
you note in the Letters section, page 6.)  Muhammod El-Kassem was chosen as Valedictorian by this year’s graduating class.   
Congratulations to all of South’s new grads!  

75th Anniversary Award Winner: Anne Watson 
This was the 17th time the 75th Anniversary Award has been presented to “recognize a staff 
member who has contributed significantly to making South a quality school”.  This year’s 
recipient, Anne Watson, is a very deserving winner, praised in nominations submitted by 
several of her teaching colleagues.  

A member of South’s staff since 2002, Anne worked in several departments and taught all 
grades and levels.  Her colleagues described her as “committed, hard-working, thoughtful, 
caring and respected”.   In their words… 

“She has worked tirelessly to make South better for students, as head of English and then as 
head of Resource.”   

…“is dedicated to improving the learning experience of her students.  She believes strongly in 
their potential and works to help them achieve more than they think they can.”  

…“never gives up on anyone and always makes sure the students know she is on their side.” 

Not just a skilled and empathetic classroom teacher, Anne was committed to all areas of school 
life. Over the years, she coached cross country and the girls’ hockey teams, “putting in many 
hours helping students achieve their dreams outside the classroom as well”. 

Anne also worked to further her own education, earning both her Masters and Doctorate in 
Education and putting the knowledge to good use helping her students.  

As a colleague, Anne was described as “supportive, understanding and kind.  She lends an ear, and a laugh, when it’s needed.”  
Also, “When she lends her knowledgeable and rational perspective to collegial discussions, everyone listens.” 

Given these high words of praise, it’s no surprise that Anne’s colleagues wrote that she would be “greatly missed” when she retired.  

Anne with 75th Anniversary Award  

Timothy S. Johnston, last year’s 75th Anniversary Award winner, is a busy guy! 

As noted in previous newsletters, Timothy S. Johnston is a man with two careers: high school teacher by day and 
award-winning writer of futuristic and contemporary mystery/thrillers outside the classroom.  The three books in 
his first trilogy, The Tanner Sequence, all won awards and last December, The War Beneath, Book 1 of his new 
trilogy The Rise of Oceania was published.  On his website (www.timothysjohnston.com), Johnston shares his 
thoughts on choosing an ocean environment for his second trilogy.  

I’ve always been excited by books and films set in this interesting, unique and dangerous environment. In many 
ways the undersea world is more hazardous for humans than outer space.  With great depth comes great 
pressure.…. Throw in the superpowers of the world engaged in a new cold war, cities on the ocean floors, 
submarine warfare and espionage, love and family and greed and revenge, and it makes for an exciting and 
action-packed undersea world. 

The War Beneath has proven to be another popular and critically acclaimed success. Described by one reviewer as “one very 
riveting, intelligent read!”  it won the 2018 GLOBAL THRILLER Award in the Action / Adventure Category.  Now, less than a year 
later, Book 2 in the series, The Savage Deeps, has been published and will be available in bookstores and online on November 
19th. In addition to the many hours spent writing and polishing his work, Johnston managed to make more than 25 appearances - 
book talks and signings - over the course of the year.  His next appearance will be right here in London...  

Book Launch for The Savage Deeps at Chapters (South London) on November 30, 2019 - 11:00 to 4:00  

There is another special appearance worth highlighting.  On June 27, at South’s annual Commencement ceremony, Johnston 
presented the 2018/2019 Timothy S. Johnston Future Writer Award to Katharina (Katie) Phillips.  He established this award two 
years ago to recognize an exceptional creative writer in the Creative Writing 4U class (ECW 4U).  They must have proven their 
writing ability in one or more of the following genres:  Suspense, Thriller, Science Fiction, Mystery, Horror.  The winner is picked by 
the creative writing teacher, Gracena Gray, since the award is about the full body of the student's work, not just one piece.   
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A sad goodbye to Doriana… 
Doriana Rosati, South’s principal for three short years (2016-19), has been promoted to the position of Learning Supervisor with the 
Thames Valley District School Board.  Popular with staff & students alike, Doriana will certainly be missed by the South community, 
including the SCAA.  President, Knute Dohnberg, summed up the SCAA’s feelings in this email to Doriana: 
We at the SCAA are saddened to hear you are leaving South C.I. after such a short tenure.  Nevertheless, please accept our best 
wishes as you move into the next chapter of your professional career.  We very much appreciate all the assistance and co-
operation we received from you in your years at South. 

Doriana’s reply was also much appreciated: 

Please pass along my deep appreciation to the entire South Alumni as well.  It's been incredible being the principal of a school that 
is so well loved by current and past students alike.  I've been very lucky and privileged and wish the South Collegiate community, 
alumni included, all the best! 
Doriana Rosati (Principal, 2016-19) 

Editor’s Note: Joan Cooper, a retired former principal with the TVDSB, is serving as interim principal until a permanent replacement 
can be found for Doriana. 

2019 McTavish Award Winner: Medeleine Lund 
 

As many of you know, the McTavish Award has a special connection to South.  Established in 1973 by the OSSTF in London, it was 
created to honour the memory of Ernie McTavish, the highly respected London educator who had passed away that year in his 
early 50’s.  Since 1970 he had been Superintendent of Operations for the London Board, but his career began at South in 1946 and 
in his 15 years teaching and coaching at the school, he won the admiration and affection of both staff and students.  Thirty-five 
years after Ernie’s death, his son, Ted McTavish, also a highly respected educator who had served as VP at South from 1993-97, 
died prematurely in 2008.  The following year, “Ernie” was dropped from the name of the award and it became the McTavish Award, 
so that it would honour both father and son.  Strengthening this connection to South even more is the fact that Ted’s mother was a 
South alumna - Marion (Sutton) McTavish (’41), as were all three of his children: Tyler (’02), Terri (’04) and Mariko (’05).   

Beyond honouring two exceptional educators, the purpose of the award is to recognize outstanding students who have faced and 
overcome challenges and contributed to their school and community in a meaningful way.  Each high school chooses one of its 
graduating students for recognition, and after each one is interviewed by the OSSTF Award Committee, a final winner is selected. 

This year’s worthy award winner, announced May 29, 2019, was South student Madeleine Lund.  According to LFP writer Dan 
Brown, “Madeleine Lund is the one teachers at South Collegiate turn to when a new kid joins the student body.”  Having moved a lot 
growing up, with her father in the military, Madeleine knows what it feels like to be a “newbie” and likes to help: “I like to be the 
leader and set the example for everybody”. She also loves “education and ideas”. 

After a summer working full-time at Storybook Gardens, Madeleine headed off this fall to the University of Guelph.  The SCAA 
wants to congratulate her for winning the McTavish Award and wish her all the best in the future. We’d also like to thank her for 
volunteering to serve as the 2019 class rep, along with classmate, Leah Turcott. 

The Gambles of South… 
South alumnus Todd Gamble (’95) is a popular South coach and history teacher.  He also served as staff liaison for the SCAA for 
the past five years, keeping us up-to-date on current school news and events. His wife, Allison (Hatton) Gamble, also a dedicated 
South teacher, single-handedly heads up the school’s dance and theatre program.  They are residents of Old South and the parents 
of three boys: Parker, Emerson and Oliver.  No doubt inspired by their mother’s love of dance, all three have embraced ballet.  This 
year, 13-year-old Emerson, dancing since age three and a student at the National Ballet School, landed the role of a lifetime in 
Stratford’s hit musical Billy Elliot – playing Michael, Billy’s best friend.  Younger brother, Oliver, 11, was also cast in the production, 
while older brother Parker, in grade 10 and his 5th year at the National School, hopes to go on exchange to Europe this summer. 

Fall Sports at South...    
South’s senior football team were undefeated until losing 17-15 to Lucas in the last game of the regular season. They went on to 
beat Banting in the TVDSB Central quarter final and faced Laurier in the semi-final on Nov. 1, winning 33-19. Although the team lost 
an exceptional quarter back when Ethan Martin graduated last year, they gained an outstanding kicker when Oliver Griffiths joined 
the Lions this fall.  “It gives us a huge advantage,” according to coach Mike Stenning.  
South is hosting the WOSSA girls basketball tournament Nov. 13th. Both senior and junior teams are in the AA semi-finals (Nov. 4 
& 7th).  Both boys volleyball teams also made it to the AA semi-finals against Montcalm on Nov. 6th (senior) and 8th (junior).   

Breakfast Program Update… 
The Breakfast Program has undergone a significant change this year.  Now under the supervision of DE (Developmental Education) 
teacher Stacey Farr, the program is run out of the DE classroom on the second floor.  Every day, between periods 1 and 2, at least 
100 students stop by to grab snacks of fresh fruit, granola bars, cheese and crackers, yogurt parfaits and more.  Stacey sees the 
change as a very positive one: It’s so great for kids in the main school to interact with our special students!  Many relationships have 
been formed because of the breakfast program.”  She says they are hoping to expand the program to offer satellite stations on the 
first and third floors, so that the snacks are accessible and available to more students.   



5 

ANDREW McCLENAGHAN (’97), founder and president of Digital Echidna, has achieved another 
milestone. In the October issue of the Globe & Mail’s “Report on Business” magazine, the cover story was, “Canada’s Top 400 
Growing Companies – An Exclusive Ranking of the Country’s Boldest Businesses”.  Andrew’s London based company, which 
now has 80 employees and showed a 3-year revenue growth of 102%, was listed as number 286 in Canada. Congratulations!  

JAMES McINNES (’98) and his wife, Lia, founders of Globally Local, recently opened their first location outside of London – 
in Toronto, at 492 College Street.  Since founding the business in 2015 as an organic produce, home-delivery and pickup 
operation, they have branched out into vegan fast food. In 2016, they opened their first restaurant downtown, followed by a 24-
hour drive-through at Highbury and Cheapside, followed by a 550 sq. metre food manufacturing centre near the 401.  Breaking 
into the Toronto market can be challenging, but the couple are feeling confident enough to be thinking ahead to the possible 
establishment of 10 locations in the GTA.    

CHARLENE (“CHUCK”) LAZENBY (‘99) is executive director of The Unity Project which has been helping people on the 
street for 18 years.  In a recent series on the housing crisis in the London Free Press, she cited a “collapse of the social safety 
net” as responsible for “some of the worst times” she has ever seen.  Social services have worked very hard to come together, 
but Lazenby acknowledges that ”the city can’t make things happen overnight”.   In the meantime, she will continue her work at the 
Unity Project, helping improve the lives of some of London’s most vulnerable. “Homelessness is a crisis that people experience. It 
does not define the person.”  

GREGG (’98) and JUSTIN WOLFE (’00) are branching out again. The owners of three successful restaurants, Los Lobos &  
The Early Bird (downtown) and The Little Bird (opened last April in the former site of Wolfe of Wortley), have two more ventures in 
the works.  The brothers bought the building that once housed The Village Harvest Bakery and are in the process of expanding 
and rebranding the space as The Wolfe Pack Company Bar.  The building needed extensive work, including the construction of 
a completely new kitchen at the back, but once open, will be triple the size of the old Wolfe of Wortley.  The other new restaurant, 
close to opening, is Through Thick and Thin, a pizzeria located on Chester Street, just off Ridout. Both brothers love the 
location which will facilitate easy pickup, but also gives them a nice size dining room and a full-size basement for dough making.  

BRIAN KELLOW (staff, 1991-2001) was “on air”, Sept. 8, on CBC Radio One's “The Sunday Edition”, reading his essay  
“The Underrated Joys of a New School Year”, which began with these words… “On the morning of Sept. 2, 1969, I began my 
secondary school English teaching career in a small southwestern Ontario town. More than four decades later, I taught my last 
English lesson. My days at the "chalk face" have left me with a wealth of memories and every year — especially in early 
September — they delight and sometimes haunt me. Students often dreaded this week, but I always looked forward to it.”   
Brian goes on to share a number of memories from his long career as an English teacher, including this one: “There are 
wondrous things to recall about the thousands of young people who suffered through the dubious benefits of my tutelage. One 
Grade 9 student achieved a kind of immortality when he said out loud, "I love this class! It goes by really quick! I hardly notice it."   

 RON REESOR (staff, 1969-98) was interviewed on CFPL 980’s program London Live with Mike Stubbs about the Museum 
London exhibit End Polio Now.  The exhibit, which closed Oct. 27, was sponsored by London’s rotary clubs, which have been 
working with major organizations such as WHO & UNICEF since 1988, to try to eradicate polio. Ron, who contracted polio at the 
age of 4, commended their efforts.  Although polio had a permanent impact on the right side of his body, he considers himself 
lucky, knowing how devastating the effects of the disease can be.  “I think vaccination’s the only way to go. It makes no sense to 
me not to do that.”  (Note: A link to the full article may be found in a post by Kristi Busche (‘84) on the alumni Facebook page.) 

LAUNCH OF CLUB ‘70 
After their successful 50th Year Reunion last fall, some of the 
women of the class of 1968 decided they wanted to maintain the 
rekindled friendships established during that event. What would 
they be celebrating this time?  Since all of them were now, or would 
soon be turning 70, they decided to create “Club 70” to mark this 
milestone.  With ‘68 class rep Alison (“Cricket”) (Goad) Ferguson 
taking the organizational lead, 20 women met for lunch at Fellini 
Koolini's on October 23rd. The get together was so successful that 
the group plans to make it an annual event every October. 
The name of the group was solidified with Betty (Luton) Ineson’s 
gift to all in attendance: a handmade dish cloth with "Club 70" 
embroidered on it.  Not all laughter and chatter, the group also took 
time to toast a lost classmate, Martha Donnelly, who passed away 
shortly after last year’s reunion.  

Editor’s Note: More photos, as well as the names of all attendees, 
may be found on our website: www.southalumni.ca. 

L to R:  Mary (Nicholls) Kannakko, Marilyn (Blair) Plotzke, Karen (Fones) 
McKenzie, Sharon (Monture) Freeman & Sharon (Arnold) Wrighton 
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MAIL BOX...   
     Letters and e-mails from alumni  

50 Years 
Later...  

Over 50 members of the 
Class of 1969, some from 
as far away as Indiana, 
gathered in South’s atrium 
on October 25th & 26th to 
mark a milestone: 50 
years since their 
graduation from South.  
Joining them as they 
reconnected and 
reminisced were several 
teachers from the 60’s: 
J. Mayhew, W. Ewald,  
G. MacDonald, T. Crerar, 
W. Fryday, R. Clark,  
K. Benson and R. Mann.  
Marty Thrasher, ‘69 class 
rep and chair of the 
organizing committee, was 
pleased with the turnout and thanked the SCAA executive, as well as Donna (Jay) McBain, Nancy (Gray) Woodworth, 
Lynn (Box) Wright, Ken Ramer, Peter Lemon, and his wife Susanne (Hart) for their help in organizing the event. 

The atrium proved an ideal setting for the Friday evening “Meet & Greet”.  Earlier that day, members of the SCAA executive helped 
set up memorabilia displays and then ran the bar during the event.  On Saturday afternoon, between 2 and 4, the ’69 alumni 
returned to the school for student-led tours of the building, which they found had changed considerably since the 1960’s. No more 
interior stairways.  No more “quadrangle” where many of them used to slip out to between periods for a quick smoke.  Some of the 
rooms they remembered were no longer there…  But the most important things hadn’t changed: the memories of their time at 
South.  And like other class reunions, this one gave the Class of 1969 the chance to revisit those memories with the classmates 
and teachers who had shared the experiences with them.   

(Editor’s Note: Check the alumni website for more photos of the event.  (southalumni.ca)  

THANKS FROM FRAN FOR LAST SPRING’S COVER ARTICLE 

Thank you for all of your efforts in putting together such an amazing article.  I have such wonderful memories. It was the beginning 
of a long teaching career and I so much loved the students and fellow faculty members. There was a great sense of school spirit. 
The focus on its many diverse cultural, sport and academic programs was nurturing and full. Former students have expressed how 
lucky we all were to have experienced that in our formative years. You are really amazing to keep the connections and the spirt 
thriving by what you do to produce the newsletter. It is very much appreciated by all.  Salute to you! 
Fran (Wigston) Eberhard (staff, 1957-65) 

MORE PRAISE FOR KNOWING NO DEFEAT 

Wow! You and your committee should be very proud of this publication. The research, the detail in each page, the artwork, the 
layout, and the explanations about naming the book, and the fact that so many of the South Graduates that died were in the 
Airforce, is incredible. I will enjoy reading this book. Thank your team for producing it. It is a real treasure.  
Robert Buchan (‘66) 

COMMENCEMENT AWARDS THANK YOU NOTES (two of the ten notes received) 
Thank you so much for funding so many awards for the graduates of the 2018/19 class.  It is amazing to see everyone awarded for 
their hard work throughout high school!  I am honoured to now officially be a South alumnus, along with my mother Lisa Dunn (’89) 
(Mortensen, previously).  I look forward to potentially working with you in the years to come!  
Jack Dunn (’19) (and this year’s South Anniversary Award winner)   

Thank you for your generous donation that my classmates and I received with the (Academic) Alumni Award.  I am so grateful that 
South has alumni who care so much about current students! 
Alyssa Fryer (‘19) (one of 18 grads with an average of over 90%) 



7 

Vera (Russell) FOREHT (‘38) passed 
away Oct. 26, 2019, age 98. Predeceased 
by husband Harold (‘37).  Dear mother of 
Dennis (’65) (Coleen) of Toronto and 
Joan Richardson (’68) (David) of 
London. Loving grandmother of two (Shari 
& Chris Foreht) and great-grandmother of 
two (Mikyla & Tanner Foreht). 

Harold (Hal) G. GREENFIELD (’42)  
passed away May 5, 2019 in his 95th 
year. Cherished father of Jeffrey 
Greenfield (Elizabeth) of West Lorne, 
Karen Simpson (Ron) of Kirkton and Linda 
Greenfield (Murray) of London.  Loved and 
missed by his seven grandchildren and 
five great-grandchildren. Predeceased by 
his sister Shirley (Greenfield) Duncan 
(’41).  Remembered by his family as “a  
gentlemen”, “a great guy with a dry wit”. 

Donald George TUCKEY (’42) passed 
away peacefully on Aug. 13, 2019, age 94.  
Beloved husband of the late Eleanor 
(Courtis) Tuckey (’48).  Dear father of 
Barbara (Tuckey) Elliott (’76) (Robert) of 
Georgetown, Ken Tuckey (’79) (Danielle) 
of Cambridge and David Tuckey (’82) of 

London. Much 
loved grandfather of 
Christine, Matthew, 
Jonathan, Jacob, 
Clara (’14), Olivia 
(’19) and Grace. 
Don lived his life to 
the fullest. He was 
a navy veteran who 
served in WWII. In 
1946, Don’s father 

established Tuckey Hardware and the 
following year, he joined the business. In 
1964, he became one of the founding 
members of Home Hardware Stores Ltd.  
Son, Dave, who took over the business in 
1993, said one of the most important 
things his father taught him was “how to 
take care of people”.  Don was proud of 
the success of the dealer-owned hardware 
cooperative, which has become a 
mainstay in Canadian retailing.  
A lifelong member of Calvary United 
Church, Don was also a member of the St. 
John's Lodge No. 20 A.F. & A.M. and a 
member of  the International Brotherhood 
of Magicians. To signal the end of the 
magic, he was buried with a broken magic 
wand in his hand.  

Robert Charles MacARTHUR (’48) 
passed away on July 17, 2019, age 88. 

Predeceased by wife Doris, he will be  
sadly missed by his three daughters, 
Debra (Barrie Weiner), Dale (Stuart 
Ewing) and Dawn (Scott Turner), as well 
as by four grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. Bob had wonderful 
memories about his childhood in Old 
South, his years at South Collegiate and 
his various jobs. He loved to tell how he 
was the paper boy for Mr. and Mrs. Labatt. 
After graduating from  Western and  
London Teachers College, he taught in 
Shedden and Hyde Park and in London at 
Boyle Memorial, Westminster SS and 
Saunders SS. Outside the classroom, he 
coached rifle range, basketball, cross 
country & track.  He was also served as  
commanding officer of the London Cadet 
Corp, from 1974-78. As a young man, he 
played first Viola in the London Symphony 
Orchestra, sang in the choir, was active in 
the Optimist Club, bowled, curled and 
golfed. With his wife Doris, he cleared a lot 
and built their family cottage at Kettle 
Point, on Lake Huron.  After retiring, he 
and Doris enjoyed summers in Bayfield. 
In 1969, he started a small business in his 
basement and over the years built it into a 
successful business. Today DARLO 
Enterprises Inc., (specializing in Foil 
Stamping, Embossing & Custom 
Diecutting) is run by his daughter Dale.  

“Bob MacArthur lived his life to the fullest. 
He worked hard and he played hard. He 
never backed down, he never gave up and 
that same determination stayed with him 
to the very end of his life as he faced his 
challenges with strength and dignity.” 

Donald FRANKS (’49) passed away on 
Apr. 24, 2019, age 87. Loving husband of 
Esther "Cookie" and the late Mary Anne 
Franks (2012). Loving father of Karen 
Carther (Tom Reaume) and grandfather of 
Katie Carther. Don was a respected 
educator in Guelph and later in Essex 
County as superintendent at GECDSB. He 
was an avid boater, nature lover and 
devoted life-long learner. 

John Edward MARTIN (’50) passed away 
peacefully on May 25, 2019. Beloved 
husband of Norene Marie (McFalls) 
Martin (’52) and father of David Martin 
(Ruth) of Elgin, Debra Balasevicius 
(Anthony) of Bath, and Drew Martin 
(Heather) of London. Dear grandfather of 
six and great-grandfather of two. Brother-
in-law of Stewart Lethbridge (’43). 
Predeceased by his sisters Mary Elliott 

(’45) and Margaret (Peg) Lethbridge 
(’47). John started his career in London 
with Richard-Wilcox Industrial Door 
Company, moving later to Winnipeg, then 
to Toronto. Returning to London, he spent 
20 years working with Reitzel Rentals and 
Construction Equipment before retiring. 

John will be fondly 
remembered by 
many dear friends 
and relatives.  An 
avid baseball 
enthusiast, he 
coached junior 
bantam, umpired, 
and served as a 
league president in 

Toronto. He loved his workshop, his train 
room, jigsaw puzzles and playing on the 
computer. He was also a long-time 
Kiwanian.  John served on SCAA 
executive in its early years and continued 
to act as 1950 class rep until his death.  

Robert (Bob) READ (’50) passed away in 
London, on July 9, 2019, age 87. Beloved 
husband of the late Betty (Taig) Read 
(’50). Dear father of Peggy Read, Cathy 
Grasby (Bill) and Craig Read. 

Predeceased by his 
son, David. Cherished 
grandfather of nine: 
Graham Janson 
(Sarah), Naomi 
Kuehnbaum (Adam), 
Heidi Janson (Tyler 
Campbell), Erica 
Jewer (Tristan), Luke 
Grasby (Jill), Paul 

Grasby (Hannah), Jessie Read (’11), 
Adam Read (’14) and Cole Read. Also 
survived by five great grandchildren. 
Described as “a true gentleman”, Bob was 
a very community and family-oriented 
man, a long-time member of Wesley Knox 
United Church and the Kiwanis Club. He 
had a long and rewarding career as credit 
manager of McKerlie-Millen Automotive.  

Mary Elizabeth (Mill) De WETTER (’52) 
passed away peacefully at University 
Hospital on Feb. 16th, 2012 in her 78th 
year.  Following a struggle with cancer, 
she faced the end of her life with courage 
and dignity, with her husband John and 
son Stephen by her side. Mary is survived 
by her sister Vicky Feldbusch (‘59) and 
predeceased by a brother Alan Mill (’56). 
Mary had many friends and family  around 
the world and will be dearly missed. 

IN   
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Nancy (Wakeam) ESCAF (’55) passed 
away peacefully, surrounded by family, 
on Sept. 9, 2019, age 82. Beloved wife of 
the late Frederick Escaf (2004). Beloved 
mother of Jennifer. Predeceased by her 
son Michael (1994). Cherished 
grandmother of Wesley and Tyler. Dear  
sister of Charm Elias (George), Betty 
George (Bill) and the late Jeanne Touma 
and sister-in-law of Betty Escaf (late 
Eddie) and the late Adeline Escaf.  

Ronald Allen WEBB (’56) died April 
19th, 2019, in his 80th year. Beloved 
husband of Susan (Secord), loving father 
of sons Jason (Holly) and Alan (Christine) 
and adoring Poppy of granddaughters 
Ellie and Agnes.  Ron is survived by his 
brothers David (’60) (Bonnie) and Randy 
(Sherry) and predeceased by brother 
Paul (Linda).  Along with his many talents 
and achievements, Ron will be 
remembered for his “great sense of 
humour, cheerful personality and strong 
work ethic, but most of all for his love of 
family.” His entrepreneurial interests led 
him from General Motors Head Office in 
Oshawa to owning a car dealership in 
Cobourg, then starting up Spartan 
Plastics back in London, followed by 
executive positions with CVD Diamond, 
London Venture Group and London Tech 
Alliance. Ron was an avid golfer and long 

time member of 
Sunningdale GC, 
serving as Past 
President and 
Senior Masters’ 
convenor. He was 
also an excellent 
bowler with many 
trophies to his 
credit.  In addition, 

Ron was a talented musician who began 
playing alto sax at age 10 with the 
London Police Boys Band.  In 2008, he 
organized a band reunion that brought 
musicians together from across the 
country.  25 years ago, Ron co-founded 
the Encore Concert Band with conductor 
Phil Murphy and then went on to play in 
the Mocha Shrine Band.  Ron was also a 
loyal supporter of South and the SCAA, 
who served as 1956 class rep.   

Carole Anne (Gray) MCVICAR (’58) 
passed away peacefully at LHSC, on July 
10, 2019 of London, age 79. Beloved wife 
of James (Jim) McVicar (’58). Loving 
mother of Scott and Darcy McVicar, both 
of London. Proud grandmother of Emma, 
and Ethan.  Carole enjoyed a rewarding 
35-year nursing career, serving as Head 
Nurse on 3 Centre Surgical Floor for 

several years. Later, she worked in the 
Palliative Care unit at Chatham Public 
General Hospital. During this time, she 
trained as an Enterstomal Therapist (ET) 
to provide care and support to colostomy 
patients. Carole was also involved in the 
first satellite chemotherapy program with 
the London Regional Cancer Centre. Her 
final challenge was personal - dealing 
with the ravages of Alzheimer’s, which 
she confronted “with strength, grace, 
humour and some dancing”.  SCAA 
Director Ross Spettigue, remembers 
Carole as “a beautiful young lady at 
South, where she was a cheerleader as 
well as a fine student”. Another friend 
remembers her as a “fun-loving, kind soul 
with a wicked sense of humour”. 

Ann (Bannister) KOLBASKA (’61) died 
peacefully on Feb. 16, 2019, surrounded 
by her daughters, Petrina (Adam) Bilyea 
and Karri (Steve) Kazarian. Devoted 
grandmother of Emma. Predeceased by 
her husband Peter and son Kris, Ann will 
be dearly missed by her sister Ruby 
Keith, brother Lyle (Darleen) Bannister 
and sister-in-law Elsie Fesuk. Several 
nieces and nephews will also remember 
her with a smile. Ann was a passionate 
teacher who loved her job and her 
students. Many long-time friends and 
colleagues will remember her kindness. 

Janet (Jo) (Brown) SAUNDERS (’61) 
passed away on Jan. 27th, 2018, age 75, 
following a struggle with Alzheimer’s. 
Predeceased by her sister Anne Louise 
Hawksby (’53).  She is survived by her 
devoted husband Carl, her sister Helen 
Ruth Daymond (’58), daughter Julie 
(Greg) LeBreton and two beautiful 
granddaughters. She was a woman ”full 
of love, grace, kindness and compassion 
who always put her family’s needs ahead 
of her own”. A passionate teacher and 
later volunteer, she is remembered by all 
the friends she made as a teacher at E.C. 
Drury School for the Deaf, and itinerant 
teacher with the Peel District Board. 

Sandra (Parnell) MULLEN (’63) passed 
away Aug. 25, 2019 in her 76th year. 
Loving mother of Peggy Keeton (Steve) 
and Dave Mullen (Christie). Cherished 
daughter of Dorothy and the late 

Douglas Parnell (’36). 
Adored grandma of 
four and great-
grandma of one. 
Beloved sister of Anne 
Richards (’64) (John), 
Peg Herbert (’68) and 
Tim Parnell (’74) 

(Judy).  Predeceased by her brothers 
Gordon and Ted (’66). Sandy was “a 
very kind, generous and loving person” 
who will be deeply missed by her family 
and friends.   

Ian Douglas May (’65) passed away Apr. 
30, 2019, in Nanaimo, BC, age 71. 
Growing up in London, he was involved 
in many activities: London Little Theatre, 
baseball, football,& music. After studying 
at UWO, Ian moved to Temagami to 
begin work in the mining and forestry 
industry. Later, this  career took him west 
to BC - from Sparwood to Tumbler Ridge, 
to Kelowna and finally to Tsawwassen 
(Boundary Bay), where he & his family 
lived until he retired to Lantzville, on  
Vancouver Island. Ian loved boating, golf, 
and spending time with old and new 
friends. Predeceased by his brother, 
Robyn and first wife, Maureen.  Survived 
by his wife Sue, brother Chuck (Judy), 
four children and three grandchildren. Ian 
will be remembered for ”his love, 
generosity, loyalty, and dry humour”. 

Elizabeth (Beth) (Cooke) WICARY (’65) 
passed away in Barrie on Sept. 5, 2019, 
her husband and best friend, Dennis, by 
her side. She will be deeply missed by 
her son Stephen (Christina), grandson 
Luka, older brother Rick (’65), sister-in-
law Judy (Thrasher) Cooke (’66) and 
twin brother Don (’66) (Karen).  Also 
missed by the friends and caregivers who 
helped her face multiple 
sclerosis with grace 
and dignity at home 
for the past 15 
years.  With a BSc 
in Nursing from U of 
T, Beth worked as 
head nurse in the 
cardiac unit at 
Toronto’s Hospital for 
Sick Children. After the birth of her son, 
she continued to work part time at Sick 
Kids until the mid-1980s, when she 
began teaching nursing at Ryerson and 
George Brown and Centennial colleges. 
In later years, she worked as a visiting 
nurse, before becoming a case manager 
for the Community Care Access Centre in 
Toronto East. After moving to the Barrie 
area in 1996, she continued her work 
with CCAC in North Simcoe-Muskoka 
until 2005, when she was forced to retire 
after her diagnosis with MS.  
For as long as she was able, she spent 
their summer holidays with family and 
friends on Island 185 in Lake Temagami. 
The fresh air, thick forest and pristine 
water made it their favourite place to be. 
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Alan Ross MUNRO (’66) passed away June 20, 2019, age 72. Brother to the late Rodney (’58) (Marian), survived by his siblings 
Bradley (‘60) (Ildi) of Ottawa, and Marion (’67), of Victoria, BC. Also survived by his three children - Lesley, Stuart, and Adrian 
(Juliana), and his friend and mother to his children, Jane. A loving uncle to many nieces, nephews and grand-nieces/nephew. Alan 
loved the outdoors. His family cottage near Parry Sound was his special place for fishing, boating, horseshoes and endless good 
times with family and friends. His passion for photography, took him around the world in pursuit of great shots. Recognizing the 
importance of giving back, Alan was a proud member of the Meadowvale Rotary Club (1996-2018), supporting dozens of projects 
and events within his community and abroad.  

STAFF PASSINGS... 
Don SANTOR (staff, 1967-70) passed away Sept. 22, 2019 in Ottawa, age 83.  He is survived by his wife and best friend, Bernice, 
three sons and seven grandchildren.  After completing an honours history degree at McMaster, Don started a long and fulfilling 
teaching career. He taught high school history and religious studies at South and Banting for almost three decades and was the 
author of The Canadiana Scrapbook Series of textbooks that are still used by high school students across Canada. He also taught 
at the Western’s Faculty of Education and developed policy for the Ministry of Education. Don loved his family, his friends and living 
life. He also loved his three daughters-in-law, Azijada, Trinh and Gefen, who grew up in Bosnia - Hercegovina, Vietnam and Israel, 
and was proud of the diversity they brought to his family.  After retirement, Don and his wife moved to Grand Bend, where he 
enjoyed reading biography and discussing philosophy, hosting dinners and visits with his family, and chatting with just about anyone 
he met or ran into. He and Bernice also enjoyed travel and theatre excursions. A lifelong humanist, Don served for years on both 
the Multi-faith Advisory Board and Ecumenical Study Commission on Religious Education.   

Susan (Smith) BLOCKER (staff, 1982-84) passed away Oct. 18, 2109. Survived by her husband Jack and one son David. During 
her career, she taught English and History at three London high schools, was a learning co-ordinator and later on a vice-principal 
for the TVDSB.  A voracious reader and avid theatre goer, Susan also loved the outdoors.  This love of nature, instilled in her as a 
child growing up in northern Ontario, was reflected in her involvement with Girl Guides, Algonquin Park canoe trips, conservation 
work with Nature London and in her design of the family cottage on the Bruce Peninsula.   

John STEWART (staff, 1992-98) passed away on May 19, 2019, age 75. John was Department Head of French for six years at 
South before his retirement in 1998. Survived by son Brom (’93), stepson Christoph Mehrlein and siblings Ritchie and Allan Stewart 
and Janice Crescuolo. Described as “a brilliant, caring man” and “devoted man of faith”, he was an Elder at New St. James 
Presbyterian Church and passionate about the work of the London Ecumenical Refugee Committee (LERC). He loved helping 
young people and new Canadians. An avid historian, John was also an expert on all things related to the Avro Arrow. His family will 
miss his “warmth, intelligence and dry wit”.  

MORE NEW BOOKS FROM ALUMNI AUTHORS… 
 

CATHARINE LEGGETT (‘70)  
After having many of her short stories appear in anthologies, journals and e-zines, Catharine’s 
short story collection, In Progress, was published last June and has already been honoured 
with the Eludia Award.  In September, her first novel, The Way to Go Home, was published by 
Urban Farmhouse Press. Catharine says her “aim as a writer is to thoroughly engage the 
reader, to offer a complete experience – fiction as reality. I want to bring readers in so close to 
the characters that they see, hear, think, feel, and empathize with them, for an emotionally 
charged and engaging reading experience”. 

It would appear that she has been successful.  Stan Dragland, (Novelist, Poet and Professor 
Emeritus at Western) wrote that the novel was “so convincing and affecting, so packed with real people and 
fascinating events, that I didn’t want to put the book down”.  

After living in a variety of places over the years – Pender Island, Vancouver, Toronto, Chicago and Ottawa, Catherine has returned 
home to London.  Both her books are available at Brown and Dickson Books, Oxford Book Shop, and Tuckey Home Hardware. 

IAN McKERCHER (‘65) 

The launch of Ian’s third novel, Carbon Copy, took place in Ottawa on Oct. 27th.  His first book, The Underling, 
set in Ottawa in the 1930’s, introduced us to Frances McFadden, a spunky young woman whose role as secretary 
for the new Bank of Canada draws her into some unexpectedly tense situations prior to the beginning of World 
War II.  The sequel, The Incrementalist, continues Frances’ story as she finds herself embroiled in more history-
making events in the early stages of the war.   

Since Frances proved to be a very popular protagonist with his readers, Ian decided to keep her as his central 
character in Carbon Copy.  This time, however, McKercher has shifted genre - from historical fiction to mystery.  
“Frances, personal secretary to Bank of Canada Governor Graham Towers, is summoned before a military 
intelligence tribunal in February 1942, where she is accused of espionage and treason. Her claims of innocence 
fall on deaf ears and she gets drawn down a rabbit hole of deception and death trying to solve the puzzle.” 

Editor’s Note: Carbon Copy is available in independent book stores in Ottawa and in electronic format and POD from Amazon. The 
Incrementalist is available online or by contacting the SCAA. I also have some copies of The Underling. 
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Support the Alumni Association!   
 

If you enjoy this newsletter and enjoy logging on to the alumni 
website, help us defray some of the costs.  

Become  a sponsor for just $20 a year. 
 
 

_______________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________ 
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Graduating year  ______________ 
 

 
Send cheques, payable to the South Collegiate Alumni 

Association, to the mailing address in the box on the left 
or make donations online with e-transfers.    

THANK YOU! 

UPDATE ON SCAA ACTIVITIES 
New SCAA Secretary: We are delighted to announce that Judy Sumner (’68) has joined the SCAA 
executive as our new Secretary.  Classmates from the mid-60’s may remember Judy’s athletic abilities on the 
Volleyball court, as a Prefect or a member of the Student Council.  Members of the SCAA, however, best 
remember Judy as one of the hard-working members of the organizing committee for the Class of 1968’s 50th 
Year Reunion last September. After she attended a few of our meetings before and after the reunion, we 
managed to convince her (no doubt our persuasive charm…) that she would enjoy being part of our team.   

New Staff Liaison: We are also pleased to announce that Stacey Farr, South’s DE teacher and staff 
supervisor of the Breakfast Program, has agreed to take on the role of Staff Liaison, to help keep us informed on current 
happenings at the school.  Welcome to the SCAA, Stacey! 

New Team Tent: Last June, the SCAA Executive voted to fund the bulk of the cost of a large 20 x 10 feet tent that will provide a 
portable shelter and resting area for many of South’s team’s: Track, Cross Country, Soccer and Football.  Other possible uses 
include the Relay for Life event and outdoor Alumni events like Homecoming and the Gathering on the Green. 

SCAA Photo Wall:  In last spring’s issue, we told you about a number of “beautification” items added to the school’s 2nd floor 
hallway, outside the library - framed photos, posters and documents celebrating some of South’s history, a project that we 
supported with a $500 donation. This archival project is being extended this fall.  The school has provided us with seven “snap 
frames” of various sizes, that will allow us to create a photo wall, where the photos can be easily changed to represent a particular 
aspect or period of the school’s history.  We are very excited about the potential for this new photo display and are already 
working on ideas for some possible “themes”.   

Facebook & Twitter Pages: If you go on the alumni website (hopefully to read this newsletter), you will also notice a number 
of links.  One is to the school website (worth visiting too), but other links take you to the alumni Facebook and Twitter pages.  The 
SCAA Facebook page indicates that it has 384 followers, quite an impressive number and one that I suspect reflects use by 
South’s younger alumni.  From that Facebook page you will find a link to the South Lions Football page which has an even larger 
following… 726 to be exact.  What all of this tells me is that I and the other more “senior” members of the SCAA executive need to 
be more aware of our alumni using these sites to connect with each other and share information relating the school.  We need to 
do a better job of using social media to reach out to our younger alumni.  PS. We could also use some advice (not to mention 
newsletter contributions) from younger alumni readers.  


